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MUNICIPAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE, BELFAST,

MISCELLANBOUS ORSERVATIONS on the GENERAL _QUESTION.

X. Evening elementary instruction a very ineffective sube-
stitute for day inestruotion, Oompuleion can be applied in day
schools, but not essily in ovening schools. Neceseity for
raising the minimum age of exemption in Day Schools, irrespective
of standard attained by the pupil, At present exemption is
given when the pupil passes out of Fifth Standard into the Sixth
Standard, The brightest children reach this standard at the
lowest age, with the result that it i the brightest children
who leave school first, whilet they ought to be retained in the
schotl in order that they might benefit by the inetruotion.
The duller children who profit less by the instruotion remain
longest at echool. In other worde, the most intelligent
pupils pass from under the school influsnce &t the age when they
are really begimning to profit by the education provided,

Small number of children in the higher standerds. (see

Mr. Phenix's Report),

- 1P -

Education of children - miscellaneous observations on the general question, Belfast
Municipal Technical Institute (1913). Image 1 of 2. PRONI reference: BCT/6/4/5
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MUNICIPAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE, BELFAST.

Closer commexion nesded between the Rational Schools
themselves and betweson Natiomal Schoole and Seocondary Schools
in any ‘av;a area. Secondary schools with programmes more
adapted to the industrial conditions, and to the conditions of
14ife generally, are oalled for., It 1o the childaren attending
National Schools who need the Scholarshipe most, beosuse they

are gonerally drawn from the poorer classes of the community.
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Very limited pudlic interest in educsation in Ireland
amonget employers, parents and children themeelves. The
great bulk of the ohildren take 1ittle or no interest in
education, and look forward with pleasure, almost with delight

to the day whan they will be released from school work,

Education of children - miscellaneous observations on the general question, Belfast
Municipal Technical Institute (1913). Image 2 of 2. PRONI reference: BCT/6/4/5
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Flax Spinners’ Association and Power Loom Manufacturers’ Association and the Textile Operatives
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Sir DAYVID HARREL: In the onse £ the Flax Spinunere' Assooliation,
the Power Loom Manufacturers' Associstion, and the Textlile
Operativas' Soclety of Ircland, the Terms of Refeorens are:

Application for an advano of 10s.04. per wask for men,

Pn.0de pex weook for wamsn and 3s.04. peor week for young

parusonas, mads on beshalf of ths mssbder of the Boolety; and

then Datwesn the Flax Spianers' Asscociation, the Power Loowm

isnufacturers and the Ulater Weavers & Winders' Tradegs

Union the Tarma of Referanc are simply for an inorease of
: Tagea.

My ¥, OORDON: I should 1ike tc know whom Mlias Calway 19 re-
presenting.

Hlae GALWAY: I reprosent all claasnes of wosasn workers ssployed
in the linen trade ina She preparing room, the spinnling room,
tho weaving and winding; in faot thoere 1g & sixpure of 2l
sectionae, Our Scocloty Ancludes all wosen workars in the
linen trade, and wg have & consideradbls ausber of sach clans
% the mill and factory coabined.

Hr 4. OORDON: I am only interosted in the spinnears and pre-
parsre, and 1f that mattisr was ssttied at the last Arditra-
tion I nood not remaln hora.

Sir DAVID HAREEL: It sppeoenra that ¥ise Galway inocludus thoem
now, I way tell NMios Calway that My Dawson Cordon put the
aeage of the splianers, praparers, woavery and doffers, in
the Refeorence which we have Just dispossd of.

Hlieu GALWAY: ¥a have & larger nusbsr in our Soolety Shan Mr
Sordon hne in his, and I think cur Scolisty 1o sores rsprasen~
tative of the women mill workears thans lg Mr Dawgon Gordon'a.

8ir DAVID HARRFL: I think we sust be prepared to hear what
Misn Calway has to gay, so you will sxerclss your own Judg-
ment and discrotion as Lo whother you willi stay or not.

Hlag CALWAY: I regret vary wudh that ircusmstences have Ccom—

2.
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firs 38 on full time it does not follow that all ths worksrs

sumployed in that firm are getting full tise work,
air DAVID HARBEL: Doos work on two looms mesn earaing double
what 1o to be eurned on one loom?

¥les SALWAY: Yoo, about that.

Bir DAVID HARREL: Xu it eo wmuch?

Mios CALWAY: £ both looma are on the sams Shing, 1t would
menn Jdouble the amount.

8ir DAVID HARREL: Toat dose not often happen, doea AST

Mise GALWAY: It does in this war work.

Sir DAVID HARRFL: What ars the rataes that ths womsn oare oornlag?

Miae OALWAY: About i52.0d, per weskx, and the men about 18s.04.,
including she war booug of 58,04, which i galned by keeping
fall Sime.

Sir DAVID HARREL: How ia that Sg.0d4. made up?

Hr MoKROWN: Least thare should be any sispunderstanding about

this, the 38.0d4. wne sotuanlly pald to the women workaers,

including roughera, sad ot the presesat tima the total advanoes
pald Lo women workasrg amount %o Se,0d, per week; and, ss
Misc Calway states, sowe factoriea who are workiag short
tims pay that, but aa & Tule 1t is arranged according to
the tise thoey work: Af they are cul o portiom of the day
it affects that Se.0d., which is pald thewm over and above
shat they earn on plece work,. Tha Award waos £e,0d4. &0
women workers and 3s.04. to men, but beufore getting that
Award wo had already voluntarily givaa oa three ssparate
pookeions lew.0d, t0 the women workers, which wads 3w.Od.
altogether, aad =ith the Z2u0.0d4. sward sade the S5s.04. whioh
1o being peid as a war bonug, oVer and sabove what they earn
on plece work,

¥ise GALWAY: The average wages of the men belng lls.0d. and
of the woman delng 150.04., and the prices of food being

7.
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Mr NoEEOWN: You are not making say diffgrance bDescmuge some of
the roughers happen o be en Y

Mlse GALWAY: No.

Mr O'NEILL: e have asked to be repressnted from Lurgan dDecmase
different trestment has besn meted cut to the Lurgan workers
frox ahat has boen ziven to the Helfaut workera, and the
Award given by the Committse om Produstion hag not been

exvended to shom. The roughers aad winderas of Lurgan have
not got the Sp.04. for men and the 3a. 04, for women 1in
addition %o all the boanses whioh alirsady existed, &and g0
they are worge off ws far as bDonuses ars concernasd than are
tho Bolfast workers. The bonus given to spluners, flax
dresaors, ot%e., was 58,04, to man aid 30,04, to wosen, but
the bonua ziven %o winders in Lurgan wae & penny on tha
shilliing for keesping time and = littie incresnsse on tholr
sonle whioh would bring 1t up to about another shilling per
woegk, @o that roslly ths workwen in Lurgsn would not gst
mors than 2g.04. to 28.64, bonus. Windars at Lurgen at
prosont do not average more than 14a.04. per weaek, and before
the War thay aversged lés.0d. per wesk.

Sir DAVID MARREL: Ars they working short time?

Mr O'NEILL: Ho. This hoes placad them in & dad position to
meet the increassd oogt of living,which now arcunts L0 105
sgr cent. They have besun Srylag S0 arrange with Sheir
employera for the lmat year, but sxousss ars slvays belng
sads for not giving an advange. Yor instance, they tell
shom that Af they would go %o ths woaving thare woulid be
mors winding %o do, and they would therasfore sarn mors wagss,
and that ¢ & way io whigh I do oot Shink they should bae

troatesd., However, they have pont in slacx anoticen mhlich
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Photographs of factory workers, Boon, Alexander & Co.Ltd. (c.1920s) PRONI Reference:
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