Stand Up and be Counted! Suffrage and gender in Ireland during the Decade of Centenaries and beyond
DOCUMENT PACK 2: Suffrage and Nationalism

Stand Up and be Counted!

Suffrage and gender in Ireland during the
Decade of Centenaries and beyond

DOCUMENT PACK 2:
Suffrage and Nationalism

This document pack includes:

e A letter from Frank Sheehy-Skeffington, husband of suffragist Hanna
Sheehy-Skeffington. Hanna formed the first militant suffrage society in
Dublin, the Irish Women’s Franchise League, in 1908. Frank was the
editor of the suffrage newspaper The Irish Citizen.

e Papers of Andrée Sheehy-Skeffington, who was the daughter-in-law of
Frank and Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington. These include articles from The
Irish Citizen.

e Poems and documents from Charlotte Despard’s papers. Despard
established the socialist and suffragist Women’s Freedom League (WFL)
in Ireland.

e Manifesto of the Irish Volunteers.

e Extracts from a House of Commons debate on the future of the Irish
Volunteers.

e Cumann Na mBan constitution, resolutions and rules.
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Artlcle published in the Irish Citizen newspaper. From the personal papers of Andrée Sheehy Skeffington.
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Two suffrage group badges. From the personal papers of Andrée Sheehy Skeffington. (No date)
PRONI Reference: T3259/2.
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Map of suffrage geography in Ireland. From the personal papers of Andrée Sheehy Skeffington.
(No date) PRONI Reference: T3259/2 “
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January 9, s,

BIE AMEDis wan l‘“.-.

Evans and Miss Muir were arrested on a
charge of having in their
slon—a ludicrous

usual, and showed that be did not absolutely

s, in view of I:
notorious accumulation of explosives a

other war-munitions by men.
From that time Mins Evana fought a beroic
o‘wmun pts of the authoritics
to hr%ru. Wheo remanded with.
out bail, Misa m‘kladMI- Muir secured

their releane H ~Strike. They
mhﬂyu:’-md(ul!dlu]d. When
the time of the trial cume off, Miss Muir,
'huhd.::admv mumn«l:;mhﬂ
strilne. 2ud' hid vanloived, wwas w0t 35 B
loue,: Miss Enthd:anhac Court, by
gud.gd.l' unable to secure onfer,. ad-
journed her

T R =
Article published in t

 Citizen newspaper. Fi
~ papers of Andrée Sh

¢

Skeffington. (9" Jan

2L r

lude the possibility of Including women
in this relerendam.

On May ygth, Mrs. Pethick Lawreace!
visited Dublin, wnd addressed n mecting for
the LW.F.L., at which Mr. jumes Cmn_nlly

nlso spoke, and mauﬁn were veceived
from Mr. Lulnn. Mr. Lindsay Crawford,

bers.
In June, Mr, Larkin, in presiding st the
referred 1o the ex-

to the prospect of an Amendi
Igm Bil, lpjohl Committee of ld'x
ragints was formed in June, and asked
Mr. h an‘;lIMr. Redmond to receive a

at on |

tation, which nevertheless isell ar
the House of Commons on June s1th. On
ita not being receives), Mry. und

St
mg , byt oot arrested.  On the same
,» they and Miss Mellooe spoke at &
meeting of the United Salfragists io Loadon.
On July s, the Belfast C than

» reselution of Votes for
omon—n mrhm mo:e'at ut which to

inxt moy female intrusion; and two
:ﬁ:a‘nn who’ ested o the strents outside
were , and detsined til vhe conclu.
sion of the meeting, when they were released
without being charged.
mpw into law of the Homs Rule
Act  atr atrenion to the fact that
“ after three years from the passing ol this
Act** the lrish Parfiament can enfranchise
women. Thin affords a possible oppor:
tunity foe leetund to Jesd the way o the
matter of -nnuglc.*and the R
v the subpect wiveh bas taken place \
Irish Cltltem shows that leah Sulfragists
are keenly alive to the impostance of the

rence,
Dotothea Holline, nnd other women, have
excited much interest in Ireland, -&-‘m
giats generally luve recognised clpse
connection that exists between the cause of
women and the cause of peace.
The losses which ltndl:: zuﬂlﬂ'mchm
ment has sustuned ¥ year
inchude Mrs. Cland Znt, Mrs. Farrell (wife
of Alderman Farrell, who accompenied bim
to London when, s Lord Mayor of Dyblin,
he went to peesent the petition of the Dublin
C tion an of the Coociliation
nm[ T. D. Sullivas, Rev. McVittie Ta X
Be year closes with the Irish Suffrage
movement on the alert, d for its

zpw! y when the Amending Rule

the Truce having beon declared immediately
afterwarda.
The Amnesty, which was extended to
prisonces

age in K and Scotland,
wis never formally applied to Trelund.  The
canes agoiost Miss Evans and

the Lishurs cases, were
December

nccused made vely lable or
s to serve her sentence—thanks to
the Hunger

The I, W.F.L. ded the

last conflict of the W.S.P.L', with the law,

unit

i up for “d i .n:'mm
losing no occasion pressing
clslom of women to their s::.molduno-
ship. Looking back on year as
whole, it is not -cheerf-lmro”-et;.-l i
see the bureaucracy gradually being driven
to the wall, almost unable to resist any
longer the sttacks of the women, sad faced
by the i of a Elsction—
lhnauumlynvdztleld'mldm
in which they and

Usited K
why lrish Suffragists showd
e Tocts 2 I Mo rougarecily
r That hus = - A
mﬂ’“ the bureaucrncy, has, on the other
hm‘.gkuthc&-lngeﬂove.ﬂnm !

better grip on the sympathies of the masses
ol lkmmﬂc than it ever had before.
= —
CORRESPONDENCE.

My, E, Sanderson writes: It is
the Irish Citizen of January

:
i

THE CITIZEN'S DIARY.

Jun. 10Mooday, ¥ pm. ¥
Baltust. LW.FL.

w 15—Toesdny, 8 pm
bers, Dubfin,
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Extracts from the memoirs from Mrs. Marie Johnson, who was a member of the Ulster Suffrage
Centre. From the personal papers of Andrée Sheehy Skeffington. (No date)
PRONI Reference: T3259/2
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THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

(To be sung to the tune of * Scots wha hae )

ol
-

Have you heard the word that’s flying fast
Through murky dark on whistling blast ?
Daylight breaks: we're awake at last

"Tis the Voice of the People.

Ireland beloved, in grief and shame

We're fain to confess, we’ve tarnished your fame

Slave-State, not Free State now is thy name
Says the Voice of the People.

Slave-State no longer, together we stand

As we face the foes who have robbed our land

They’'re in flight already, the coward band
At the Voice of the People.

Now is our moment; remember we well
Our brave sons and brothers in Arbour Hill Hell
Yes, year after year their story we’ll tell

Cries the Voice of the People.

Do they dream we are dumb, 'reft of reason and mind,
Ignorant, brutish, selfish and blind ?
An answer we tell them they’ll speedily find

In the Voice of the People.

We've the Voice! We've the Vote! "Tis for us to decree
If our Ireland forever a Slave-State’s to be
Or to march on in joy to glad Liberty

On the Voice of the People.

From the personal papers of Charlotte Despard. (No date) PRONI Reference: D2479/3/1
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Corenolly Howse

_——

It was not a lordly mansion,

With tesselated floors,

Marble pillars at the entrance,

And heavy oaken doors.

But only an unused factory,

In a little side-way strect

That cchoed night and morning

To the tread of the workers’ fect.,
Connolly House we called it

1n honour to the name

OFf the worker who fought and gave his
To save his land from shame,

There s band of men and women
With i noble creed to spreac,

And in kinship close with all of those
\Who toil for their daily bread
Gathered themselves together

To bring the people light,

I'o make them see, and know, and feel
Their miserable plight.

Simole it seemed, but rumour travelled
Of thing= that happenecd there.

The clerics scented danger

And rank poizon in the air.

Suddenly, in a moment

A wild affray began,

Trampling, yelling, cursing, singing,
Fierce men and womoen ran,

« Communists ! Hunt them ! Burn them !"”
Came in howls from the angry crowd.
“They have stamped on our sacred symbols,
They would rob us of our God.™

Four days the gallant little band,

Were beleaguered by their focs,

As higher still and higher

The wild confusion rose.

One by one, by ways of peril,

Some hit by missiles hurled

From the fooled and blinded victims

Of this passion-driven waorld.

Fscaping notice, lay conceanled

Till the storm had swept away.

“Their home was wrecked and looted
Were thiey then disheartened ? Nay !
For their eyves beheld the dawning

Of a brighter, happier day.

In that hour of joy and trinmph

On the house of Connolly’s name

Shall be raiscd n people’s temple

Where the workers will proclaim

That those who sow, and reap, and weave,
Who delve, and digs, and mine,

Who make this carth our dwelling-place
Productive, rich and fine.

Shall reap the harvest—call the tune.
Shall live as free men ought,

Enjoying the abundance

That they themselves have wrought,
Enough | Dark lords of exploitation,

W1 have found a better way,

Life, sweet life, is calling us—

We cannot but obey.

We have worked and you have idled,
We are pinchcd and yvou're well fed,

We have been beasts of burden,

in bitter bondage lec.

But now the chain is broken,

We have learmed a better way

For ourselves and for our children

We work gladly day by day.

¢ an these, indeed, be Communists?

By all that’s just tis truc !
Wild people, cease from cut sing
We build that world for you.

life

C. Desparvd.
Ll B C e, 22N 's\\ !

“ From the personal papers of Charlotte Despard (No date) PRONI Reference: D2479/3/1
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Indian - {rish {ndependenc L. eague
‘44 Parmnoll Square,
Dublimn,

Conditions in Jpdia under British Rule are sppalling Sclentific
robbery and exploitation have been ro successful that in one of the richast
countries in the world the average length of 1ife of the natives has boen
roduced to 23} years through long starvetion. '

The British Conquest of Indis was possible only because these
Eastern reces 4id not understand the dangers and methods of Western
Imperialism and welcomed tho English ns muny Irish Chieftains and Clansmen
did in the 10th Century never realising what the relingquishment of thelr
Clans right to tho land meant till it was too late and the invader had
been able to satabliah himseclf and divide the people, and play native
Chiefifan and Princes one against another,

Even to-day millions of Tndianas kept in enforoed 11literacy bow—" '
their hends in resigoation to the Will of Ood and let themselves die of
famine as one million Irish people did in our own country in 1846, without
roalising that Famine and Starvation are the direct rerult of British rule
and oxploltation and opposed to the Will of God, who hes made the earth
fruitful enough to feed all.

Ireland has realised that the only road %o prosperity and honour
is complete severance from the British Empire; Indin is realising this also
The English also know that & fros Ireland and & free India is the end of the
British Empire and are omployine every weapon in theie arsoury of force and
hypocrisy to retard the inevitable ovent

The very vastness of India, with her 300 million inhabitants weak-
oned by starvation and the manjority deprived of educantion make her problem
harder than ours, though distunce from the English base should make it easier

The Ordinances - Coercion Acte - being applied in India to-day, are
the same as those applied to Ireland, India is now suffering all the horrors
of the Black and Tan warfsrs we experienced, plus nerial bombardments with
oxplosive bombs on villages, incendinry bombs on Crops to ensure famine.
Jajls and Intsroment Camps are over-orowded, only the necessity of feeding
the prisoners restricts the numbers and causes a cortain discernment to be
exeroised in picking out leaders of thought and motion for jail, deportation
and flogging of the less dangerous.

The conditions in most of the jalls defien desoription, corrugated
iron sheds, to touch the roofs of which ratse blisters on the skin in hot
wenther, house many of the onptives, many have disd from prison conditions,
forty-nine prisonars in the Andasan Inland, wont on hunger atrike ar a
protest, threo of whom died nas a result of forecible feading.

Ireland ns a Christian Country bas a duty, what can we do to help
India in her struggle which is ours also? One obvious way 4s to help India
to bring her cane before the world. We know the power of British propa-
ganda, 1%t hao been used againes ouraslvas, we have learnt in some measure
how to counter 4¢, let us put all our propaganda genius at the disposal
of Indin, les Ireland voice India's appoal to the conscience of the
Westorn World,

Indian Leaders have come to Ireland and asked our nid, let thom not
have asked in vain, at their request we have net up an Indian-Irish Indepen-
donce League and are publishing a monthly Bulletin, giving Indian news. We
ask tho aid of the Irish Press in Dublin, and alss the Provinecial, we ask
the millions of our race in America, and soattered over the world, and also
of their newspapors. We ask the aid of all Republicans and we feel sure

they will not refuse,
MAUD GONNE MacBRIDE, President.
A \ M. F. WOODS, gu.
' D\\ W \‘\ % \\ J. J. HEALY. Secs.

~
N <

From the personal papers of Charlotte Despard (No date) PRONI Reference: D2479/3/1
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( hristmas, 1931

A Song of Liberty

(Dedicated to Mrs. Gimore)

I arise, 1 arise, 1 the dream of the Peoples
Cleaving the darkness, cternally free.

I am here, T am there, no power can restrain me,
And my name it is Liberty, sweet Liberty !

Hearken, oh ! hearken, Earth’s sorrowful children
From the slavesleep of ages, the call is—Arise !
Fighters and workers linked closely together

Fire in vour hearts, and joy in your eyes,

1 alight, 1 slight on my limitless journey

On a fair little isle in the western sea

"Tis a land that has oftentimes struggled and suffered
‘or seeking and loving sweet Liberty.

1 descend to find still the old battle raging.

“ear's at the helm : power-lust draws the bolt
Once for all, and forever, by pious endeavour ™
They ery out together, * we'll strangle revolt,”

In the heart of the tempest my children are waitiong.
They yield not an inch, firm and dauntless they stand.
Tortured, imprisoned, sent homelessly wand'ring,

Ah! they are to.day the Felons of their land.

Day after day, from township and hamilet

Into icy cold prison thoy're secretly driven

At the gates stand pale women, wives, ststers aml mothers
To be turned away hopeless. No news can be given !

Breathe not a word—the tribunal is sitting,

Three men of mystery, secrot ax hell.

To them and their minions full power has been given
They can sentence to death those who love me too well

Men and women of Treland ! 1 pray you consider,
Is it your will that such things should be?

It is not ; it is not, you cry out in chorus

Oh! we seek thee, we love thee, sweet Liberty.

Chorus :
Breathe not a word : the tribunal is sitting,
Three dark men of mystery, secret as hell.
To them and their minions full power has been given
They can sentence to death those who love me too well,

C. DESPARD.

From the personal papers of Charlotte Despard (No date) PRONI Reference: D2479/3/1
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THE FRIENDS OF SOVIET RUSSIA

This Organisation was founded on the occasion of the Tenth
Anniversary Celebration of the magnificent victory of the working
and peasant population over the Czarist régime; over Russian
landlordism and capitalism. This world-shaking event liberated
150 million people from the yoke of despotic tyranny and ended
capitalist exploitation by placing the country under the rulership
of the working and peasant population. he former territories
of the Czar in whioch many races, nationalities and ethnic groups
were kept divided and forced to war upon each other is now
united voluntarily into a series of autonomous republics and
Socialist Soviet %edemtimm known compositely as the Union
of Socialist Soviet Republics —a gigantic lmginning to the world
federation of free working populations on the basis of common
ownership and planned socialist economy.

Workers in Power.

Needless to say the advent of the workers to power over their
country and their lives was met by the most bitter and malignant
hostility of the capitalist-Imperialist world, while on the other
hand it was hailed with delight by the toilers of all lands, in the
great exploiting capitalist nations and by the subject and
oppressed peoples suffering under the frightful armed might of
Imperialist overlordship. The capitalist Press and parliaments
of the world called into being every agency of malicious propa-
ganda, political and economic pressure, military intervention,
espionage, ete.  They mobilised prejudice, credulity and
ignorance against the first Workers' State; but with all, their
offorts were powerless to prevent the consolidation of the power
of the workers and the development of the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics towards a planned socialist economy,

Seeking the Truth. .

As reaction and counter-revolution were overthrown it
became more and more possible for the workers of various
countries to see the New Russia for themselves and from their
own enquiries and experience to form their own opinions and
carry the truth about their Russian fellow.-workers to all the
corners of the earth. So that at the Tenth Anniversary a
thousand delegates from all the countries of Europe, and far
beyond it, were the honoured guests of their fellow workers in
the Soviet Union. At a great demonstrative meeting convened
by request of the British, German and other delegations the
Cﬁairman of the Peoples’ Commissars, Comrade Rykoff, reportod

The Friends of Soviet Russia pamphlet. From the personal papers of Charlotte Despard (No
date) Image 1 of 2. PRONI Reference: D2479/3/1
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on the riso and progress of the Soviet Union which, he said,
was being beld and developed for the workers and toiling
«..c_:._aao:u of the whole world to whom the Soviet Government

eld itself responsible. From this assembly of foreign delegates
was initiated the ' Friends of Soviet Russia " which haa sections
established in all European countries, in the U.8.A., in the British
Dominions ; in fact, in all lands.

Objects.

The objects of the Organisation are simple and direct and
will appeal to all right-minded people, viz. :

TO ereate groups of the Friends of Soviet Russia in all countrios,
organised into District Councils and guided by National
Committoees clected by the National Conferences.

TO establish the closest ble relations between the workers
and suppressed peoples of the earth with the free workers
and peasants within the U.S.S.R.

TO vounteract the falso propaganda of the capitalist Press and
ublications, to publish leaflets, magazines and poriodical
giving facts and pictures of Soviet achiovements and
tho now free collective life and activities of the workers who

are building up Socialisin in the Soviet Union.

TO organise determined and active resistance to any attack
on the Soviet Union.

TO nmr. against all forms of Social-Fascism which seek to blind
the workers and their organisations to the service of the
capitalist states.

TO struggle energetically against Imperislist wor preparations
and ex the sham  disarmamoent manoeuvres of the
Imperialists who refused to even consider the plans of the
Soviet Government for complete universal disarmament,

TO tabulate information, answer enquiries and provide notes
for spenkers on various aspects of Soviet life,

TO organise correspondence between workers of other countries
with those of the Soviet Union and correspondence between
groups in kindred occupations and institutions.

TO organise holiday visits and¥workers' delegations to USSR,
and oncournge the reception in the respoective countries
of delegations and vizitors from the Soviet Union.

.-.—Sala_.-oe:earzal_._ L:.Oca!_ onno..an:oﬂ.?__ci:n
upon tho visit of an Trish delegation whose reports and speeches
have croated interest and enthusissm amongst largo bodies of the
Irish ple, North and South. The promoters are confident
that ~ﬂﬂo experiences of our own partitioned country and the
record of its glorious past struggles against the Imperialism which
is now leading the attack on the Soviet workers will make the
Irish people real defenders of the one country in which rights of
nationalities have been so completely recognised, where the
minorities formerly suppressed by Czarism are now free to speak,
write and tesch in Ir respective national tongues and are
given every assistance to develop their own culture. Tt will
bo the mission of the F.O.8 R. to counter the hateful lies and
poisonous rubbish pouring out hourly in the Press; to set forward
the nature and achievements of tho workers' power in all phases
of industrinl, agrarian, social and educational life,

We appeal for a wide and active membership to carry out
our objects which will be elaborated in leaflets, pamphlots, ote.,
ns support is organised.

,N.m: now and play your part in defending the greatest
workers' achievement in history.

Propare to repel the war-makers who seek to destroy the
Warkers' Stato,

Fight against tho capitalists and their lackeys and agents
who seek to bring the Soviet Union under the heel of the
capitalist powers,

FORM OF APPLICATION.
T'o the Seeretary,
Friends of Soviet Ruassia,
Room 4, 32 Lower Abbey Street,
Dublin.,

~:...o>-eat\@wi&.&ﬂ!&-ﬁ.&\?ﬁlaalﬁe\.weilk.:.ln.
and enclose 1/— for annual subscription (and 6d. for badge.*)

(BLOOK LETTERS, FLEASE.)

The Friends of Soviet Russia pamphlet. From the personal papers of Charlotte Despard (No
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B LAND OF T8 RISING SUN,.

’
The People want se + I'11 eing one to thee
Land of vast :f:t-n. valiant and free
Lee before thee a great degtiny
Tie the land of the rie eun,

m“"f‘ not r . sen; bDut hope's im the air
t is seatt'ring the clouds of human despair
True men and true women sre welcome there

In the land of the rising sun,

Of sorrows untold, of torture and prison,

Strangely born, the soul of & nation has risen
It has caught at the skirte of a gloricus vision

In the land of the rising sun,

Sech for all; all for each, they practise and preach
They work and they play, they heal rule and teach
Geoking ever 1life's fullest perfection to reach
In the land of the rising sun,

From the true heart of love it has cowe to be
I life and of love im full harmony
Trucing ploturee and plune that are fuir to see

For the lund of the rising sun,

Capital, Empire, reigning suprems
Look on nghast 28 men in a dream

'Tia a fable, they ory, thinge aro not as they seem
In the land of the rieing sun,

Hearken yo Peoples, the powers you made

That have given you order, prosperity, trade,
Are being miscalled, insulted, betriyed

By the land of the rieing sun,

The Ignorant rule; the Vorkere ure elaves,

Art, mannere, religion, they throw to the waves,
den and women sink early to honcurless graves

in the land of the rising sun,

J

f)’l\&'}ci"'}. /”
From the personal papers of Charlotte Despard (No date). Image 1 of 2. PRONI Reference: D2479/3/1
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taay 1led = do they trembie? Nay, Nay,
hre Tho.zgzzch pells are vinging; our children are gay
e live cut our lives in our own simple way
V¥e, the folk of the rieing sun,

cureslves, no profiteer nLere
= '”lk)r{:;mc our u;'e- ae men drink strong be:r
No dreamd of tomorrows < our path straight and clear
In the land of the rieing sun,

ades, dear friends, ncrosc the wide sea
i ag":rmot..you. we gtoet.'you in sweet amity
May the day scon arrive when all Nations shall be
Ap the land of the rising suni,

................

—egEETTEVERYYRRVFY TS
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Mapifesto of Irish Volanteers.

SE—C—REE—O=——) IS

“The stress of industrial effiort, the relative peace
and prosperity of recent years, may have dulled
the sense of the full demands of civic duty. We
may forget that the powers of the platform, the
Press, and the polling booth are derived from
the conscious resolve of the people to maintiin
their rights and liberties. From time immemorial,
it has been held by every race of mankind to be
lherigiﬂnnddntyofa‘rmloddrnd his
freedom with all his resources and with his life e

T a time when legistative proposals univer- |
sally confessed to be of vital concern for !
the future of lreland bave been put

forward, and, are awaiting decision, a plan has |
been deliberately adopted by one of the great
English political parties, a'tvocated by the leaders |
of that party and by its numerous organs in the
Press, and brought systematically to bear om
English public opimion, 1o make the display of |
military force and the menace of armed violence
the determining factor in the {uture relations

between this cooutry and Great Britain.

The party which kas thus substituted open
force for the semblance of civil government is
sceking by this means not merely to decide an
mmmediate political issue of grave concern to
this Nation, but also to obtain for itscli the

futore control of all our rational sffairs

plain to
i they

It s

man that the people of Ircland,
acyulesce in this new policy by their

inaction, will consent to the swrender, not only
of their tights as a nation, but of their civic

rights as men.

The Act of Union deprived the Irish nation |

of the power to direct ils own course and

w

develop and use its own resources for its own

I:-*:ionwﬁ!. a!( gave n:. imlrad‘ d, the m"e‘.:::: i« to secure and maumntain the rights and liberties

e v cifective right of throwing owr voic wmmon 10 al of Ircland.  Tha

into the wvast and fm .J":!u!h -ﬂ%t ve ‘protective, 0.; _—
British politics. Since the Act of Union a long | will not plate cither aggression or o

senes of re

statutes has endeavoured

17 deal with the incessant discontent of the |
Irish people by depriving them of various rights
common to all who live under the Batish

Constitution. The new

gocs further than

pobicy
the Act of Union, and further than all subscquent

Cocrcion Acts taken together.

It proposes to

Jeave us the political franchise in mame, and to

anuibilate it in fact

beoome politically the most

degraded
in Europe, and no louger worthy of the name 1

of Nation.

1i we fail to take such
measures as will efiectually defeat this

iy, we
ion |

Are we to rest inactive, in the hope that the
course of politics in Great Britain may save us
trom the degradation openly threatened i

us?

British politics are coatrolied by British
ot

will form a

t in the national |

life under a Natiomal Government. The Nation |

1 its Volunteer
guarantee of the ibertics w

orga L as 3
ich the Irish people

. counly

itself. The exercise of that right distinguishes
the freeman from the serf, the discharge of tiat
duty distinguishes him from the coward.

To deill, to learn the use of arms, to acquire
the habit of concerted and disciplined action, to
form a citizen army from a population now #t
the mercy of almost any i aggresson
—1this. beyond all doubt, is a program that
appeals to all Ircland, but especially to young
Irelind. We begin al once in Dublin, and we
are coufident that the movement will be taken
up without delay all over the country. Public

has already and Quite spontancowsly
formed itself into an eager desire for the estab-
tiahment of the Irish Volunleers.

The object proposed for the Irish Volunteers

tiow. Their maanks are open to all abie-bodied
Irishmen without distinction of creed, politics or
social grade. Means will be found whereby
Irishmen umable to serve as Volunteers
will be enabled to aid the Volunteer forces in
various capacitics. There will also be work
do, and there are signs that
the women of Treland, true to their record. are
especislly enthasiastic for the success of the Irish
Volunteers.
We propose for the Volunteers’ organisation
the widest possible basis. Without any other
iati classification, the Volunteers will
be enrclled according to the district in which
they live. As soon as it is found fcasible, the
district sections will be called vpon to join
in making prosision for the general adminis-
tration and disciphi and for united co.opera-
Committee which has
acted up to the present will continue to offer
its services until an elective body is formed to
replace it
A
but from
son of discipline,

a purpose firmly and
steadily carried will renew the vitality
of the Nation. Even that degree of sell-discipline
will bring back to cvery town, village, and

ide a consciousness that has long Leen

.
.

\Wwa”muum Nevemder, igt3, rieissmel June, 894

o
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THE FUTURE OF THE IRISH NATIONALIST VOLUNTESHRS, 7

MR. ASQUITH AT DUBLIW.
September 25, 1914.

"The Empire needs re-
oeruits, neede them at
ONGBssssscssses That ia
our immediate necossity,
and no Irishman in ro-
sponding to it need bo
afrald that he is pre-
Judicing the future of
the Voluntesra. 1 do
not say, and I camnot
say, under what precise
form or organisation,but
I trust and bellieve, and,
indsed, I am cartaln
that the Voluntsera will
become a permansnt part,

an integral and a charac-

teristic part of the de-

tansivo forces r the

Orown." Daily
Chroniocle", 28/b/14.

MR. REDMORD AT WEXFORD.
Oactober 4, 1914,

"The Premier declared the other
d.’ in Dublin that he wanted......
recruits ag the free offering of s
free p.ﬂpl.oooooooo Ths Prime
Minister had declarsd that after
the war was over the Volunteers
would remain as the recognised per-
manent force for the defence of thse
country. Mark what that msant.
Under the provisions of the Home
Rule Act they had no power to main-
tain sugh a force, and this was a
declaration which amounted to a
pledge that, when the war was over,
that power would be given to them,
and that the Voluntaeers would be a
persanent dctcnon force for all time
to the country."

("Irish Independent”, Oct. S5, 1914.)

EXTRACTS FROM THE HOUSE OF LORDE DEBATE, JANUARY 8, 1918.

LOXD MIDLETON: - ®esssese ¥Rt 18 the ,0.1t1°n of the Irish
Voluntoesrs? Mr. Asquith, as we know, made a reo-
eruiting spesch in Dublin. According to ir.
Hedmond, the Prime Minister promisad in that
spoach that when the war was over power would be
given to the Irish Parliament to make the Volun-
teers a "recognised psrmanent force for the do-
fence of the country." I should like to know
whether such a pledge war given, and if it has
been glven what authority had the Prime Hinister
to give $tT¢ee”

LORD CREWE:- "The

pledge of the Prime Minister on the

subject of the Voluntseras has been somewhat mis-
underatood.eceees It appears to have basn assumed
by somé that the Prime MHinlster especially picked
out the Kationsalist Volunteers as being likely to
constitute the Irish Army of the future. The
noble Viscount (Lord Midleton) very truly said
that the Home Rule vchems does not contemplato
the raising or maintenance of an Irish Army by
the Government of Ireland. But the Primo Minloe-
ter nover said he waas going to amend the ifoms
Rule 8111 in that respect. What hoe eald amounts

Extracts from the House of Commons debate on The Future of the Irish Nationalist Volunteérs
(8™ June, 1915). Image 1 of 2. PRONI Reference: D1507/A/11/1
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LORD MILLETON: -

Loku omuws Iw

,——2 . ~
-_,"/;’ . _' e i N

: __,_
o™ —

on the Mi exlstence of an Irisn Voluutt'r : ==

rorde in g:lt would und-abtedly not survive

th- changed stateé = of things that would be (’9

found to exist ut the close of the Wary and the .

meble Viscount 4s not entitled to draw nny more
definite conciusion than that from the words of
the Frime Minister."

"Can the Noble Marquese give us a pledge that
unless the Volunteers ares regularlg‘enrollcd and
take the oath of allegilance they shall not be given
thw= armg or authority?"

"I sm guite sure that that view will have the
attention of the Irish Government, and the Military
Authoritiesc.sece.”

("Times™ January Sth, 1915.)

Mo HEUDMOND AT . 1LALKNNY, October 16th, 1914.

"I have made o demand on the Government that
they should obtain for me immediastely a statement
from every parish in Ireland as to the number of
Reservists and Recrults who have gone to the Colours
since the commencement of the War."

("Freaman's Journal™ October 18th, 1914.)

"I agkedthe Government some little time ago
to sppply me with a return of men for every portion
of lIrsland who were serving with the Colouras and
who had gone to the Colours since the War commenced.
I have some of these flgures, and I will give them
to you now. Remember, these are official figures
supplied to me by the Government.”

("¢¥resman's Journal®™ UDecember 7th, 1914).

LORD LUCAE, replying for the Government to Lord Midleton in tihe House
of Lords,January Bth, 18185. -

Extracts from the House of Commons debate on The Future of the Irish Nationalist Volunteers

"Two days ago in reply to Earl Curzon, the
dMarquess of Urewe had stated in the most categorical
terma that the Government were unable to present
any figures with regard edther to the strength or
to the compoelition of cur armed foreces in this country
or with regard to recruiting.....There was only one
course cpen to the Government in dealing with questions
of the ¥ind which had been put to them, and that wus
rigorously to abstain from mentioning figures in any
form whutever."

("Uvening Standard"” January Bth, 1915).

(8" June, 1915leage 1 of 2. PRONI Reference: D1507/A/11/1 ‘ Y\

K.
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CUMANN NA mBAN

(THE IRISHWOMEN'S COUNCIL).
&

Cumann na mBan is a non-partisan and non-sectional
National Organisation for women of Irish birth or descent.
Its headquarters are at 41 Kildare Street. Women of Irish
birth or descent alone are eligible for membership.

The Organisation came into being in November, 1913,
and started the work of founding branches in March, 1914,
In October, 1914, sixty-three branches were in existence for
Ireland, and some in England. Besides the founding of
First-Aid and Ambulance Classes, the Organisation as the
cccasion arises, engages in any vital National work in which
its activities are needed. Cumann na mBan initiated the
Defence of Ireland Fund for the equipment of the Volunteers.

EX N

CONSTITUTION.
B

1.—Cumann na mBan has been founded to advance the

cause of Irish liberty.

2.—1It is an independent body of Nationalist Irishwomen
pledged to work for Ireland only.

3.—The direction of the Branches shall be carried on by
the Executive Committee.

4.—Branches may be formed throughout the country,
pledged to the Constitution, and directed in a general way
by the Executive Committee.

Cumann na mBan constitution, resolutions and rules (1914). Image 1 of 3.
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PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE.
[CN

MRS. EOIN MAC NEILL.
MRS. WYSE POWER,
MADAM O'RAHILLY,

MRS. TUOHY.

NURSE McCOY.

MISS BLOXHAM,

MISS L. GAVAN DUFFY, B.A.
MRS. PADRAIC COLUM, B.A.
MISS MARGARET DORBS.
MISS EVA O'FLAHERTY.
SADHBH TRINSEACH.

MARY M. COLUM, B.A,,
LOUISE GAVAN DUFFY, B.A,,
SADHBH TRINSEACH,

- flon,
b Sees,

RULES.
.

1. A Branch shall contain at least ten members, inclusive
of officers,

2. The activities of each Brach shall be decided by its
own Committee, subject to the approval of the Executive
Committee of Cumann na mBan.

3. Branch meetings should be held once a month at least,
Each Branch Committee shall decide its own subscription,

4. The Affiliation Fee for Branches shall be Five Shillings,
payable on the Ist January of each year. Branches of over
50 members shall pay additional fee of 2/6 for every complete
additional 50 members, this extra afflintion fee entitling

Branch to an extra representative at convention for each
additional 30 members,

5. The district of a Branch shall not overlap the district of
any other Branch,

6, Where there are no Branches, individual members are
recommended to join the Central Branch, Headquarters,
41 Kildare Street, Dublin,

7. Reports from Branches to be sent to the Secretary at
Headquarters on the first Monday of cach month,

8. Branches should keep in touch with their local Volunteer
sattalions, appear at the parades, and indentify themselves
with Irish Volunteer work in every suitable wWiay.

B

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES.
[N

First Aid, Home Nursing, Drill and Signalling, Rifle
Practice, ete.; Organizing Boy Scouts.

All Branches, as well as the Executive, should collect money
for equipping those Volunteers pleged to Ireland only.,

N.B.—Those Rules are Provisional, and are subject to
addition and alteration,

le

Cumann na mBan constitution, resolutions and rules (1914). Image 2 of 3.
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RESOLUTIONS

Adopted at Convention held on Deccember 12th, 1914,

By,

1. That this Convention of Cumann na mBan declares its
sympathy with the present policy of the Irish Volunteers and
strongly condemns any attempt to enlist our men in the
British Army.

2. That we appeal to all Volunteers of both sections to keep
true to the spirit of their declared objects, and to remember
that there can be no enmity among those who put Ircland
and Ireland’s interests above all other considerations.

3. That we express our sympathy with those suffering
under the present régime of martial law in Ireland and express
our strong indignation at the stifling of discussion by the
suppression of ‘'Freedom,” “‘Eire,” ""The Worker,” *‘Sinn
Fein,” “'Fianna Fiil,” ** Cork Celt,” etc. and the prohibition
of American Papers.

Cumann na mBan constitution, resolutions and rules (1914). Image 3 of 3.
PRONI Reference: D1507/A/10/5
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