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MINISTER’S PREFACE

| am delighted to introduce this commemorative publication, ‘PRONI 100 Treasures’ in marking
the centenary of our national archive, the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI), and

its remarkable journey since it was established in 1923.

PRONI has been the unwavering guardian of the public record since its formation. From humble
beginnings with no archives in its possession, the staff played a crucial role in archiving our
shared history and in preserving records that reflect the socio-economic and cultural way of

life on the island of Ireland. Amazingly, PRONI has amassed over three million records to date,
dating from 1219 onwards.

To mark its centenary year, PRONI has delivered a successful year-long programme of activities,
and this commemorative publication is an important part of the celebrations. The selected 100
documents offer a glimpse into the past, unlocking the secrets of bygone eras, and connecting
you to events that have impacted and informed our present. It serves as a time capsule

taking you on a fascinating journey over time spanning some 800 years and highlights many
remarkable aspects of life here; including key historical events such as the Plantation of Ulster,

the Irish Famine, the creation of the two states on the island from a range of perspectives.

As PRONI enters a second century, it will continue to promote access to the archives to
increase our sense of identity and understanding of different cultures. It will also target users
that do not traditionally engage with archives by removing barriers and working closely with
local partners.



PRONII‘.

There are important legacy issues around the past arising from the Northern Ireland Troubles
and PRONI remains an essential part of the process by providing access to records for victims’
groups and survivors, and for redress. PRONI will also collaborate in the development and
delivery of a Strategy linked to the recently published report on Culture, Arts and Heritage and
will also seek out opportunities to promote its archival treasures to wider audiences including

the Ulster Scots and Irish diaspora in the USA as part of their 250th Anniversary celebrations.

The significance of preserving our history through archives has become increasingly important
in the digital age and | have no doubt that record formats and the means of access will
continue to evolve. However, the future will undoubtedly still provide many opportunities to
demonstrate that archives are for everyone and that there is great importance in preserving

records that shape our understanding and identity.

This publication should be of interest to everybody, and | invite you
to delve into the archives. You will be fascinated! Here's

to another 100 years of PRONI's work and

to the countless chapters yet to be written!

Gordon Lyons
Minister for Communities and Keeper of the Records




Document Ref: D623/B/7/1/1

12 June 1219

PAPAL BULL

Honorious Il (1150-1227 Pope: 1216-1227)
granting the prior and convent of Paisley,
Renfrewshire, Scotland, the protection

of Papal authority for all their goods and
confirmation of their rights to the tithe
revenues of the church of Katkert (Cathcart).
Traditionally, the seal would be inscribed with
the heads of the apostles, Saints Peter and
Paul, on one side and the name of the Pope

on the other however, this document has
lost its seal. Written in Latin, it is an example
of the official language shared by the
Papacy, royal government and ecclesiastical
authorities during the Middle Ages. The Bull
is the oldest document held by PRONI and
came into the custody of the PRONI through
the Abercorn collection, originally deposited
in the 1930s.
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Document Ref: DIO/4/2/1

1356-1380

REGISTER OF MILO SWETEMAN

Register of Milo Sweteman Archbishop of
Armagh, 1362 until his death on 11 August
1380. The Archbishop of Armagh is the
ecclesiastical head of the Church of Ireland
and Primate of All Ireland. His register
recounts the uneasy relations with Gaelic
society such as Niall O’Neill who threatened
‘like a pope or an emperor’ to seize lands.

Written in Latin, it is an example of the
official language shared by the Papacy, royal
government and ecclesiastical authorities
during the Middle Ages. The Archbishopric
of Armagh dates back to 1106, however
Sweteman’s is the oldest of the Primates’
registers held by PRONI.



Document Ref: D4407/6 c. 1652-1917

THE LETTERS OF HUGH MONTGOMERY

Bundle of four letters of Hugh Montgomery, The conservation story is as significant as the
3rd Viscount Montgomery (later created 1st contents. The letters have undergone several
Earl of Mount Alexander), including two to his physical transformations over the centuries,

stepfather, Major General Robert Monroe. having been bound in a book during the mid-
Montgomery would become commander-in- 17th century before being unbound in 1917
chief of the Royalist army in Ulster in 1642. and repaired with tracing paper. In 2022, the
Monroe was a commander of the Scottish tracing paper was removed using an aqueous
army that was sent to Ireland to quell the bath and repaired with wheat starch paste

Irish Catholic rebellion. and Japanese kozo paper.
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Document Ref: D4216/1/2

4 May 1622

JAMES HAMILTON PATENT

Patent elevating James Hamilton to the
peerage as Viscount Claneboye. The
parchment contains an eye-catching
coloured and gilded royal portrait, coats
of arms and an intact seal. Hamilton was
a lowland Scot from Dunlop, Ayrshire, who
was rewarded for services to King James

| of England and Ireland (also James VI

of Scotland). Hamilton had previously
been employed on behalf of the King as

an agent, a teacher and as a negotiator
over the succession of the English throne.
Following the Plantation of Ulster, Hamilton
had been awarded lands in Counties Down
and Antrim, formerly in the possession

of Conn O’Neill, the last chieftain of the
Clandeboye O’Neills. The patent notes
Hamilton’s services in securing ‘tranquility’
in the Province of Ulster, and his efforts at
rebuilding churches.
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Document Ref: D1702/7/5 1635
PEDIGREE OF SIR WILLIAM COLE

One of PRONI’s largest documents, War in Ireland (1593-1603), he became
measuring 4.75m long and 98.5cm wide, constable of Enniskillen Castle and from

this parchment dates from 1635 and depicts 1611 onwards he developed the town of

the genealogy of “the right worshipful and Enniskillen. His descendants were created
worthy Captain Sir William Cole of the the Earls of Enniskillen and owned the
Castle of Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, in estate at Florence Court. Despite coming
the Kingdom of Ireland”. William Cole, a from a family of merchants and lawyers,
professional soldier was born in London and Cole’s ornate genealogy lays emphasis that
was part of the wider Cole family of Slade the family were connected to the landed

in Devonshire. Following the Nine Years’ gentry of Devon.
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Document Ref: CR1/35/A/1

1637-1646

REGISTER OF CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, LISBURN

Register of Christ Church Cathedral, Lisburn,
Co. Antrim (formerly known as St Thomas’s
Church at Lisnagarvey). Christ Church is the
cathedral church of the Diocese of Connor in
the Church of Ireland. This is PRONI's oldest
church register. The register contains lists of
baptisms, 1637 and 1639-41 and 1643-46,
of marriages, 1639-41 and 1643-46 and
burials, 1639-41. The gap between 1641 and

1643 is possibly due to the 1641 Rebellion
when the original church and much of the
town of Lisburn was destroyed by a rebel
army attack. Church records are particularly
popular for family historians and provide
information that would otherwise have only
been captured in later census records. A guide
to PRONI’s Church Records is available on the
PRONI website.
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Document Ref: D4151/V/1

5 May 1648

NICHOLAS PLUNKETT'S CERTIFICATE
OF PAPAL KNIGHTHOOD

Certificate conferring the Papal knighthood
on Nicholas Plunkett of Dublin by Pope
Innocent X. As a distinguished lawyer,
Nicholas Plunkett, MP for Meath, emerged as
the leader of a moderate Confederate faction
during the Eleven Years War (1641-52).

On a visit to Rome in 1648, Pope Innocent X
conferred a Knighthood of the Order of the

Golden Spur upon Plunkett, for distinguished
service in propagating Roman Catholicism.
His diploma was written in Latin. The
certificate is part of the Kenmare Papers
relating to the Browne family of Kenmare,
County Kerry. Plunkett was the father-in-law

of Valentine Browne, 1st Viscount Kenmare.



Document Ref: D552/B/4/2/1 c. 1670s

DEPOSITION OF CATHERINE McTIMPANY

Penal legislation hostile to catholic worship several occasions and notes that there were
and dissenter freedom began in Britain and many more. However, the outcome of the
Ireland in the 1620s and 1630s. It became deposition is not known. “Catrin McTimpany
difficult to practise Catholic worship in Ireland, being duly sworn upon the holy evangelist

in particular. The practice of Catholicism had that she went in order to hear Mass upon
not yet been officially proscribed but was, in the 22nd October, was too late and that also
places, being actively discouraged. In this - that tho late people seeming as if they had
deposition, Catherine McTimpany names 10 been att Mass ...".

individuals who attended Mass with her on
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Document Ref: CR1/35/J)/1

1690

THOMAS HASLAM'S ACCOUNT
OF THE BATTLE OF THE BOYNE

Notebook belonging to the Reverend Thomas
Haslam (1614-95), first curate of Lisburn
Cathedral, containing a contemporary
account of the landing of William of Orange
at Whitehouse, 14 June 1690 and of the
Battle of the Boyne, 12 July 1690. It also

includes reflections on the nature of prayer,

the workings of Grace and diverse theological
subjects with quotations from the Bible and
the Church Fathers. There are occasional
aphorisms, such as ‘The way to live long is to
be old betimes, and the way to live alway is to
dye dayly”.



Document Ref: LA/79/2/AA/2

1688-1704

PETITION TO DUKE OF SCHOMBERG IN
THE AFTERMATH OF THE SIEGE OF DERRY

The city of Derry~Londonderry was a major
symbolic and military focus in the war
between the forces of William of Orange
and James Il. In response to events leading
up to the Glorious Revolution in Britain and
Ireland in the late 1680s, civil war erupted
in November 1688 following an invitation
to William Ill, Prince of Orange to assume

the English throne. The first major clash in

Ireland was the siege of Derry, carried out
by Jacobite forces against a defiant Derry
garrison. For 105 days, a small force held
out against an indecisive army. The Common
Council of the city organised resistance
throughout the siege. In September 1689,
two months after the relief of the city, the
Common Council petitioned Schomberg for

aid towards sustenance of the city’s poor.



rron | @@

Document Ref: D354/391

1 September 1726

PORTAFERRY CHARTER-PARTY

“Charter-party” (a maritime contract)
signed in Belfast between John Agnew,
master and owner of the ‘Robert and John’
ship at Portaferry, and Daniel Mussenden,
for the “full burden” (carrying capacity)
of the ‘Robert and John’ to Bremen or
Hamburg and back to Belfast or Dublin.

Maritime contracts were normally between a

shipowner and a ‘charterer’ for the hire of a
ship for carrying either passengers or cargo.
This is one of a number of charter-parties
held amongst the Mussenden Papers of
Larchfield estate, Annahilt, Co. Down and
Belfast. Daniel Mussenden was one of
Belfast’s principal merchants from 1720
until his death in 1763.
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Document Ref: D3577/1/1 c. 1721-1722
RATHLIN CATECHISM

In the late 17th and early 18th centuries, efforts of two Irish-speaking clergymen
following the introduction of penal legislation, employed by Hutchinson (a non-Irish speaker)
efforts were made to evangelise the largely to spell out the basics of the Anglican faith, in
Irish-speaking catholic population in Ulster and question and answer format, using the Irish
elsewhere on the island. Francis Hutchinson language. The notebook contains sketches
(1660-1739) was appointed Bishop of or drafts later to go into the publication
Down and Connor in 1721, beginning a of 1722 and odds and ends of witchcraft
radical programme to convert catholics folklore encountered by Hutchinson in his
by ministering to them in their everyday new environment.

language. This notebook documents the
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Document Ref: D207/19/144 1774
OMAGH GAOL PRISONER REGISTER
Manuscript document titled ‘Co. Tyrone of Richard Vincent Esquire high sheriff of the
Summer Assizes 1774, A Calendar of County of Tyrone in the 24th of August 1774".
Prisoners in the Gaol of Omagh, For The Right ~ The majority of crimes listed are theft, but the
Honourable Lord Chief Baron Foster’ (MP last prisoner listed is ‘Mary Smyth, charged
for Co. Louth) This very early prison register with having a Bastard Child and suspected to
lists 33 prisoners who were ‘in the custody made away with it’.



Document Ref: D2253/1

1782

KINELARTY ESTATE MAPS

Maps from a survey by Daniel Mullan of

the Kinelarty estate of the Earl of Moira,
Ballynahinch, Co. Down, 1782. By the

1740s, the estate of John Rawdon (1720-
93), 1st Earl of Moira of Montalto House,
Ballynahinch was being singled out for praise
in County Down, having begun vigorously

to improve the countryside. The vibrancy

and beauty of the presentation, ‘showing
each farm in it as they are now divided’ has
commemorated the families living on these
farms, many of whom continue to live in the
district or even in the same townland. The
web of tracks and lanes invite comparison
with routes on the first edition of the

Ordnance Survey fifty years later.
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Document Ref: D2992/C/2

1790

PLAN OF BELFAST

Plan of the city of Belfast by the surveyor,
Hugh Smyth, principally concerned with the
city’s water supply. The corporation was
contemplating major improvements to the
transport of water from the River Lagan.
The map shows the positions and lengths
of pipes (likely all wooden pipes) and
sometimes the bore of the pipes, together
with the location of the turncocks. In the

mid-1780s the Belfast Charitable Society
conceived the idea of taking over the city
water supply, for the sake of Poorhouse
amenities and to generate revenue. It was
granted a 61-year lease by the Marquess of
Donegall in 1795. The plan by Hugh Smyth
was part of a corporation review of the

system prior to this decision.
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Document Ref: D607/F/236

13 June 1798

BATTLE OF BALLYNAHINCH LETTER

Letter from George Stephenson of
Hillsborough to Arthur Hill, 2nd Marquess

of Downshire, providing an eye-witness
account of the Battle of Ballynahinch, Co.
Down. The battle was a military engagement
during the 1798 Uprising between United
Irishmen and government forces. The
Society of United Irishmen was a secret Irish
organisation formed in 1791 and inspired

by the successes of the French Revolution.

Henry Monro led a force of ¢.4,000

United Irishmen at Ballynahinch against
approximately 2,000 government troops
under the command of General George
Nugent. Both the battle and the uprising
resulted in defeat for rebel forces and led

to widespread reprisals. This letter is from
the Downshire Papers, comprising estate,
political and private records of the Hill family
of Hillsborough.
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Document Ref: D272/1

1798

THE BLACK BOOK OF THE REBELLION

Small volume titled ‘The Black Book of the
Rebellion of the North of Ireland’ containing
roughly two hundred names of individuals
who were identified as members of the
Society of the United Irishmen. The book
was compiled by government authorities in
incredible detail, and records facts about the
appearance and careers of Society members
and others. Although the information is

not a complete picture of the Society’s
membership at the time, with some notable
members excluded from this register, it is a
highly detailed snapshot of information that
authorities held about the Society at that
time. William McCormick of Blackwatertown
was described as “about 5:7 high about 50
years of age fair complexion and wears an
one buckled wig”.



Document Ref: D3030/343

c. 1798

COPY LETTER FROM WOLFE TONE

Theobald Wolfe Tone (1763-1798) took the
pseudonym ‘James Smith’, while taking refuge
in Philadelphia, United States, fleeing arrest in
Ireland in mid-1795. Between 1791 and 1795
he was deeply involved with the organisation
of the Catholic Committee and subsequently,
the United Irishmen. Tone with his wife and
three children boarded a passenger ship in
Belfast in May 1795, a week after, Thomas

Russell, Samuel Neilson and Henry Joy
McCracken made the ‘Cave-Hill Compact’,
never to cease their attempt to achieve Irish
independence from Britain during the span of
their lives. Heading to France in January 1796,
he continued to operate under the name
‘Citizen Smith’ though officialdom was aware
of his real name.

“Direct to me simply ‘Au Citoyen Smith’”.
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D2930/3/8/8

5 June 1846

LETTER FROM FREDERICK DOUGLASS

Letter from Frederick Douglass at Edinburgh
to James Standfield, about arrangements

for Douglass’ forthcoming visit to Belfast.
Douglass was a former slave from Maryland,
USA, who became one of the most important
leaders of the African-American abolitionist
movement during the nineteenth century.
This visit was one of several public
appearances by Douglass in Belfast, the

first taking place in 1845. The importance

of the visits has led to the erection of a life-
size bronze statue of Douglass which was
unveiled in Rosemary Street in Belfast city
centre on 31 July 2023. The letter is one of
two from Douglass in PRONI and was one of a
number of historical documents collected by

antiquarians, J.R. and R. M. Young of Belfast.



Document Ref: D654/A/2/29

1803

NEWRY AGRICULTURAL CENSUS

The Agricultural Census was created due to
the threat of a French invasion during the
Napoleonic Wars in the early 19th century.
Introduced in Great Britian and Ireland, it
required the Lord Lieutenant for each county to
make returns enumerating livestock, transport

and quantity of crops stored.

It also listed the names of farmers and where
they lived. The returns for Newry, Co. Down
were made to Robert Stewart, 1st Marquess

of Londonderry. They can be used as valuable
census substitutes, and also provide an insight
into the social and economic lives of those who

resided in the area in the early 1800s.



Document Ref: D3819/A/1/4 c. 1810

GLENS OF ANTRIM SONG

Lyrics of a song, transcribed in Irish script, was widely considered to be the ‘father of
collected by Dr James MacDonnell from the Belfast medicine’ and was also an antiquarian
Glens of Antrim in the early 19th century. and Irish speaker with a particular interest
The poem is credited to Irish poet, Séamas in Irish language and traditions. Along with
Dall Mac Cuarta. The Irish language was his contemporaries, they collected and
particularly strong in the Glens of Antrim transcribed Irish music, a largely aural

and with that, the traditional music and tradition, to preserve it for posterity.

songs of the Gaelic tradition. MacDonnell



Document Ref: SCH/580/1/1

1817

BROWN STREET SCHOOL REGISTER

Eighteenth century Belfast enjoyed a
reputation for literacy and learning and
approximately 50-60 private elementary
schools were in operation between 1750 and
1800. Sunday school children were given
religious instruction but were also taught the
basics of reading, writing and arithmetic.

By 1810 there were two endowed schools

in Belfast, attended by about 300 pupils.

The school on Brown Street, on the edge of
the Shankill, opened its doors in 1814.
PRONI holds registers and other records
relating to some 1590 national and public
elementary schools around Northern Ireland,
most of which date from the 1860s. This is
the oldest of our school records, transcribed
some 15 years before the establishment of
the National School system in Ireland.



Document Ref: D4149/A/1 c. 1818-1864

THE DIARIES OF JAMES HARSHAW

Diary of James Harshaw recording the life local community, and the volume records

of an individual, a family and a community. his role in the Donaghmore Dispensary,
Harshaw was a farmer, presbyterian church the first appearance of potato blight, and
elder and dedicated ‘record keeper’. One the establishment of a relief committee.

of a series, this diary focusses on the daily He also writes about his nephew, John
activities of farm life in Ulster. It provides Martin, nationalist, journalist, and politician,
a unique picture of a critical period in Irish who he much admired and respected, and
history, capturing famine, emigration and the diary records his trial for sedition and
sectarian tensions in its pages. James subsequent transportation to Australia.

Harshaw was devoted to his family and
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Document Ref: D207/28/230

26 December 1820

PETITION FROM LINEN DRAPERS

AND BLEACHERS

A Petition to the Irish Linen Board from the
linen drapers and bleachers of Ballymena
and neighbouring area. They complain about
the current practice in the linen markets of
counties Antrim, Derry~Londonderry and
Tyrone, whereby the brown linens presented
for sale are pasted or plastered in order to
improve their appearance. Brown linen was a

term to describe unbleached linen in the 18th

and 19th centuries. This document is part

of the Foster/Massereene Papers deriving
from the Foster family of Collon, Co. Louth,
Viscounts Ferrard, and the Clotworthy and
Skeffington families, Viscounts Massereene,
of Antrim Castle, Co. Antrim. John Foster, 1st
Baron Oriel and last speaker of the Irish House
of Commons was informally known as the

‘Chief Trustee of the Linen Manufacture’.
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Document Ref: D1762/50

c. 1824

PETITION URGING THE ABOLITION
OF NEGRO SLAVERY

A Petition from the “inhabitants of Moyallon
and its vicinity in the County of Down,
Ireland” to “The Right Honourable and
Honourable the Knights Citizens and
Burgesses of the United Kingdoms of Great
Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled”
for the abolition of Slavery. This letter belongs
to a collection of the correspondence of

Elizabeth Goff and her family. The collection

gives detailed descriptions of Quaker family
life, religious meetings and journeys to visit
“Friends” in Ireland and England.

Moyallon, Co. Down, had a strong Quaker
community and the Religious Society of
Friends were an influential group in the
abolition movement, denouncing slavery in

Britain and its colonies.
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Document Ref: D2930/7/3

1834-1843

THE CASTLE BY THE LAKE

A journal by Robert McAdam of his voyage to
France on board the steamer, Hibernia, April
to June 1834. Enclosed are printed maps of
London and Paris and a manuscript poem

by Robert McAdam entitled ‘Legend of the
Cave Hill at Belfast’, February 1843. A waxed
paper negative (D2930/7/13) between the

leaves of the journal was probably used as

a bookmark. The image on the negative

is that of a castle or tower house beside a
lake which was identified as Carrick Castle
in Argyll, Scotland by dedicated PRONI
Facebook followers. This item is significant
as it is one of the earliest photographs held
in PRONI’s collections.



Document Ref: T510/1/8

1622 (copy 1836)

MAPS OF THOMAS RAVEN

Commissioned in 1622 by Sir Thomas
Phillips, Thomas Raven’s maps illustrate in
vibrant colour the lands settled by the London
Companies following the Plantation of Ulster
in the newly formed county of Londonderry,
formerly Coleraine. This collection of maps

was used as evidence, brought by Sir Thomas

Phillips to King Charles I, that the London
Companies were not correctly implementing
the Plantation of Ulster as specified.

This copy of Raven’s map was produced by
the Ordnance Survey of Ireland in 1836 and
shows the walled city of Derry~Londonderry
as it would have been in 1622.
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Document Ref: D2266/4/8

1839

ULSTER INSTITUTION FOR THE EDUCATION
OF THE DEAF, DUMB AND BLIND

The origins of the Institution can be traced
back to 1831. A school began the following
year in a room of the Congregational Church
building in Donegall Street in Belfast.

The initial objective was to afford children
with impairments to hearing or sight, a
religious and literary education and to
prepare them for learning ways by which they

may earn their livelihood. Now known as the

‘Ulster Society for Promoting the Education
of the Deaf and the Blind’, the society has
a purpose-built school that specialises in
meeting the needs of pupils of all abilities
who are deaf and/or visually impaired. The
cover includes the silhouette of David Scott
and Sarah Armstrong, pupils of the Ulster

Institution conversing together in 1850.
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Document Ref: D654/B/7/1/3

1841-42

TRAVEL JOURNAL OF LADY LONDONDERRY

Travel journal entitled ‘A narrative of travels
to Vienna, Constantinople, Athens, Naples
etc’ written and compiled by Frances

Anne Vane Tempest Stewart, the wife of
Charles William Stewart, 3rd Marquess of
Londonderry. During their travels, Charles
and Frances Anne would cross the North
Sea to Holland, follow the Rivers Rhine and
Danube to the Balkans and then cross the

Black Sea to Constantinople (now Istanbul).
The journal includes watercolour and printed
illustrations relating to Austria, Turkey,
Greece, Malta and southern ltaly. This journey
is an example of the upper class undertaking
a “Grand Tour” of Europe. The marriage of
Frances Anne to Charles would consolidate
the Stewarts of Mount Stewart as one of the
great ruling families of the United Kingdom.
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Document Ref: D1488/1

1843-1853

SKETCHES OF STONE CROSSES, IRELAND

Alexander Johns of Carrickfergus (1784-
1866), sometime schoolteacher, Master of
Ordnance in Carrickfergus Castle, Director
of Belfast Bank, magistrate and contender
for office of High Sheriff of Co. Antrim,
pursued part-time his passion for Irish high
crosses with the objective of publishing

a comprehensive study of the form with

comparative and local data. Most of the

sketches in the five volumes held by PRONI
date from the 1840s. The drawings and
notes are an invaluable record of monuments
now lost or damaged: these volumes
enlarged archaeological understanding
considerably during the Downpatrick High
Cross project undertaken by Down County
Museum between 2013 and 2016.



Document Ref: BG/2/A/3 1844-1846

In Ireland there was no substantive provision Ulster, within a few years of its opening it

to relieve the suffering of the destitute until was too small to accommodate all those
the Poor Law Act of 1838. This Act was an seeking relief when in 1845 famine spread
attempt to deal with the growing problem throughout the land. Due to overcrowding
of poverty and vagrancy and established a the conditions in the workhouses were
system of relief based on the workhouse. appalling and disease spread rapidly.

The Armagh workhouse opened in 1842 The poor law remained the primary form of
with accommodation for 1,000 destitute poor relief in Northern Ireland until after the
poor and although one of the largest in Second World War.



Document Ref: BG/22/F0/2

1846-48

CHAPLAINS BOOK FOR
LURGAN WORKHOUSE

Chaplains book for Lurgan Workhouse
compiled during the Great Famine for the
period 1846-48. These were some of the
worst years of the famine which decimated
the Irish population. The role of the chaplain
was to hold services, visit ‘sick paupers’ and
examine the children. The register was signed
by the Episcopalian (Church of Ireland),

Presbyterian and Roman Catholic chaplains.
During the Famine, their role expanded to
include collating the numbers of sick and
dead at the workhouse. In this volume, the
‘Episcopalian’ Chaplain notes the internment
of 16 corpses on 3 February 1847 and a
further 22 corpses on 5 February 1847.



Document Ref: D2892/1/3

March 1858 - July 1867

J & J COOKE PASSENGER BOOK

One in a series of four passenger books
created by J & J Cooke Shipping agents
based out of Foyle Port. This volume notes
the names, addresses and ages of those
emigrating out of Derry~Londonderry for
Philadelphia, Quebec and St. John, New
Brunswick. In the years following the Great

Famine, many Irish people left the island to

seek a better life in North America.

The information in this passenger book is
recorded in great detail and features entries
noting that some children as young as five
were emigrating without their parents and a
reference that one family was travelling with
an eight-day-old baby!
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Document Ref: D3618/D/9/8 March 1852

VERE FOSTER PENNY EMIGRANT GUIDE

Vere Henry Louis Foster was an Anglo-Irish laborers and tradesmen, the main travel
philanthropist and educationalist. Once news routes and mileage between arrival points and
of the Famine in Ireland reached England, the main cities and other useful advice.

Vere, son of a landed British ambassador, was Foster gathered this information by purchasing

sent to determine the effects on the Foster’s a steerage passage from Liverpool to New
Irish estate in County Louth. Horrified at the York in 1850. He lived the same way as most
amount of starving people, many desperately emigrants on this voyage and when he arrived
trying to reach a port in search of a better in North America, he travelled to personally
life and inspired by their plight, he wrote a observe the conditions and job prospects for
pamphlet supplying practical information emigrants arriving there.

for emigrants. He lists the wages for various



rron | @@

Document Ref: D1558/2/3

1853-1856

REVEREND ANTHONY MCINTYRE DIARY

Diary kept by Reverend Anthony Mclintyre
recording visits to the poor in central Belfast.
MclIntyre was employed by the Unitarian
(Non-Subscribing Presbyterian) Domestic
Mission to the Poor of Belfast from the 1830s
onwards. Each day, he recorded details
about the streets and homes that he visited,
along with the names of the occupants. The
diary records vividly the condition of the poor
and reports to the committee of the Belfast

Domestic Mission (attached to Rosemary
Street Presbyterian Church) on day schools,
Sunday schools, mission services, work of the
Ladies Committee, provision of charity, etc.

A full transcription of the volume is available
on the PRONI eCatalogue. The diary is part

of the papers of Belfast businessman and
prominent Unitarian, William John Campbell
Allen and his wife, Isabella.



PRONIAI“

Document Ref: D552/B/3/5/11 c. 1854-1856
CAPTURING THE CRIMEAN WAR

An envelope of Crimean War photographs, was employed under Queen Victoria.
presumably deriving from General Andrew They showcase some of the earliest types
Nugent, who served in the Crimea as a of photographs held by PRONI, as well as
young officer. The Crimean War was fought serving as a fascinating documentation
from October 1853 to February 1856 by of mid-nineteenth century warfare. These
an alliance of Britain, France, Turkey and photographs, one close-up of an infantry
Sardinia against Russia. These images camp and the other showing the camp

were taken by James Robertson, deemed based near Kamiesh, conveyed to the public
one of the first war photographers, who authentic images of war for the first time.



Document Ref: D1854/5/1/6

c. 1856-1860

THE SEEDY KNIFE GRINDER

Photograph album containing black and
white photographs taken by Hugh, 5th

Earl Annesley of Castlewellan, Co. Down.

He was one of the pioneers of amateur
photography in Ireland, with work spanning
€.1855 to ¢.1880s. Annesley’s best work as
a photographer is regarded to be as a skilled
manipulator of the wet-collodion process.

Pictured is a copy of his photograph ‘The
Seedy Knife Grinder’ at Aldershot. The
knife grinder was a street merchant who
sharpened any type of blade using a
grinding wheel. The Annesley collection

is undoubtedly one the largest and most
important collections of early photographs
in PRONI’s custody.
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Document Ref: D623/A/283/1

c. 1860s

THREATENING LETTER TO THE
MARQUESS OF ABERCORN

Threatening letter to James Abercorn, 2nd
Marquess of Abercorn (later elevated to 1st
Duke of Abercorn in 1868) at Baronscourt,
Newtownstewart, Co. Tyrone. The author
writes “I tell you to shave off that dangerous
gurl ruinin baird or lave the cunthry at once -
if ye don’t do one or the other and that pretty
quick see what you are to expect - chuse
baird or no baird, yur baird or yur life...”.

This threat was made against the Marquess

of Abercorn by 12 of his tenants. They
described him as a “rampaging ram” with
long red beard and young deceitful looks and
accused him of “lookin and winking at our
sisthors and our swateharts”. The magnitude
of the threat is reinforced by illustrations of

a skull, crossbones, coffin and gravestone.
Abercorn was a significant political figure,
serving as Lord Lieutenant twice, 1866-68
and 1874-76.



Document Ref: BG/5/L/1

1864-1880

BALLYMONEY VACCINATION REGISTER

Register of cases of successful vaccinations
in the district of Castlequarter, Ballymoney,
Co. Antrim. The register records details

of the names of vaccinated children, age

at time of vaccination, date of successful
vaccination, and name and residence of the
father or mother of the child. In total, the

register records 2,000 successful injections.

Vaccinations for this period were compulsory
and were used to treat smallpox which Killed
approximately 30% of those who contracted
the disease. The registers are examples of
name-rich sources which can be used by
family historians as substitutes for destroyed

19th century census records.



Document Ref: D2778/1/1

1869-1870

THOMAS WORKMAN'’S TRAVEL DIARY

Travel journal of a trip to North America
made by Thomas Workman of Belfast, best
known for his work as an entomologist

and arachnologist. This journal describes
the voyage on S.S. Nestorian from
Derry~Londonderry to Canada and then
his travels in Canada and the eastern and
southern states of America - Michigan,
Virigina, the Carolinas, Louisiana. It also
features hand painted watercolour images

and photographs illustrating his trip. Included
with these photographs are portraits of native
American individuals and communities and
snapshots that were originally intended to
combine to make stereoscopic photographs.
This document highlights the journey of

one man’s expedition to Canada and the
United States. One of many voices in PRONI’s
archive which tells the story of the voyager
and their experiences abroad.
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Document Ref: D2194/41/10

c. 1870

IRISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH BUILDINGS

Architectural drawing from the records

of Young & Mackenzie for the Assembly
Buildings of the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland at Fisherwick Place, Belfast. Young
& Mackenzie, the Chartered Architects firm,
were based in Donegall Square West from
1825 to 1937. The collection comprises over
12,000 documents, volumes, plans and
drawings.The gothic structure boasts a 40m
high clock tower and a bell tower housing

Belfast’s only operational peal of 12 bells.
The building was officially opened by George
Campbell, 8th Duke of Argyll and brother-
in-law of King Edward VII, at the start of the
1905 General Assembly Week. The collection
is significant to PRONI as a rich source for
architectural history. The cultural interests of
the Young family are also heavily documented

in the papers.
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Document Ref: D4585/1/1

c. 1850-1922

‘LONDONDERRY AIR" MANUSCRIPT

Music manuscript of Miss Theodosia Ross
of Co. Down. Miss Ross was the sister of
Jane Ross, an Irish folk music collector from
Limavady, who first collected the tune now
known as the Londonderry Air. In 1855,
renowned music collector, George Petrie,

included the air collected by Jane Ross in his
1855 book, The Ancient Music of Ireland.
This manuscript contains a copy of the
collected tune but at this time it was titled

only as ‘Name Unknown - Very old’.
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Document Ref: D2966/104/1

1872

HARLAND & WOLFF
APPRENTICESHIP INDENTURE

Harland & Wolff Apprenticeship Indenture

for John Coburn, Derriaghy, Co. Antrim. This
indenture is signed by both partners, Edward
James Harland and Gustav Wilhelm Wolff.
The document includes terms of Coburn’s
five-year employment and details of his
salary. Amongst the conditions of the
indenture were faithfully serving his masters
and keeping their secrets as well as agreeing,

‘not to damage or waste materials or goods
belonging to his employers’. The playing of
‘cards, dice or any unlawful game’ were not
permitted, as was the frequenting ‘taverns,
alehouses or playhouses’. The apprenticeship
records comprise a series of name rich
resources, invaluable due to the absence of
other employee records for the period.
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Document Ref: D4131/F/6

1880-1882

EIRA IN THE ARCTIC

Photograph album titled ‘Eira’, bearing

the inscription, ‘From B[enjamin]. Leigh
Smith to Sir Henry Gore-Booth in grateful
remembrance of assistance afforded to the
crew of the ‘Eira’ in the Polar Seas’. The
photographs are from the papers of the Gore-
Booth family of Lissadell House, Sligo. This
album contains photographs of the ships:
‘Kara’, the ‘Eira’, their crews and the Polar

Sea. ‘Eira’ was built at the Scottish shipyard

of Stephen & Forbes at Peterhead as a three-
masted, steam-equipped screw barquentine
(schooner) from 1879 to 1880. ‘Eira’ was
designed along the lines of the whaler ‘Hope
and Windward’. These photographs, showing
both ship and crew, are significant given the
subsequent sinking of the ‘Eira’. An Arctic
vessel, built for Benjamin Leigh Smith, was
crushed by the ice and sank off Cape Flora,
Franz Josef Land, on 21 August 1881.
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Document Ref: D4231/A/1

12 August 1885

WEIR EMIGRANT LETTERS

The first in a series of hundreds of letters
belonging to a pair of teenage sisters, Anne
and Isabella Weir, who emigrated from
Fermanagh to the United States in the
mid-1880s. This letter was written by the
Weirs’ local rector, Reverend A. Williamson,
wishing them ‘God speed and every blessing

in the distant land they are going to’ and

vouches for their character. The Weir
sisters spend roughly 10 years in America,
meeting family members who had already
emigrated, describing the work they did as
young emigrants and the people that they
met along their journey. Their letters cover
subjects ranging from romance to religion

and politics.



Document Ref: D1327/21/1 1886-1889

THE POLITICAL CARTOONS OF TOM MERRY

Volume of political cartoons by ‘Tom Merry’, the First Home Rule Bill of 1886, the Parnell
the pen name of British cartoonist, political Commission hearings of 1888-89 that
satirist and performer, William Mecham. exonerated Parnell from involvement with

Merry was best known for his contributions to murders in 1882, and the Liberal Party Prime

the St Stephen’s Review, a weekly magazine Minister, William Gladstone, portrayed as a
lampooning political issues of the day and second Guy Fawkes. This volume is part of
which was published from 1883-92. the Ulster Unionist Council archive.

Subjects covered by the cartoons included



Document Ref: D2889/P/3/1

c. 1890

BELFAST ROPEWORK
COMPANY BROCHURE

Booklet produced by the Marcus Ward
Company for the Belfast Ropework Company
in the late 19th Century. The Belfast
Ropework Company was established in the
1870s and by the time that this booklet

was produced, was one of the largest
manufacturers of rope and twine in the
world. The rope business increased in size to
support the burgeoning shipbuilding industry,

and it was no coincidence that Gustav Wolff

of Harland & Wolff was chairman of Belfast
Ropework Co. This booklet not only includes
photographs of the various processes and
machinery used in rope making, but also
photographs of those who were employed by
the Ropework Company at work. It notes: ...
we feel, indeed, much pride in recording the
details of a comparatively young and special
industry like this, which has grown to gigantic

proportions in such a short time’.
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Document Ref: ANT/1/2/C/2/64

1892

CUSHENDALL MURDER CASE

Court file detailing a murder committed in
Cushendall, Co. Antrim by Sarah McAllister
with the assistance of her nine-year-old
daughter, Mary. The pair were charged with
the murder of a four-year-old child, Edward
O’Hara, and making other children in the
village violently sick with sweets poisoned
with ‘white arsenic’. Sarah McAllister was

found to be ‘insane’ and was removed to

the Belfast District Lunatic Asylum while
her daughter, Mary, was taken in by a local
clergyman who arranged to place her in an
orphanage or industrial school. Selected
by Dr Elaine Farrell of Queen’s University
Belfast, this document is just one of
thousands of court files which are held by
PRONI, some dating from the beginning of
the 18th century.
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Document Ref: D1385/3 1900-1915

SCRAPBOOK OF
RAYMOND BROWNE-LECKY

Scrapbook of well-known actor, musician and from his family estate. Browne-Lecky was a

female impersonator, Raymond Browne-Lecky  versatile musician who could play the violin,

of Ecclesville House, Fintona, Co. Tyrone. piano and drums. He was renowned for
Included in this scrapbook are photographs, charitable works and his company regularly
programmes (hand-painted ones too!) and participated in fundraising concerts including

newspaper cuttings relating to performances entertainment for the aid of families of

from 1900-15. Christened Raymond Saville soldiers and sailors during the First World
Connolly de Montmorency Browne-Lecky War. On his death, he left considerable sums
(1881-1961), he was born into a life of to charities that supported the arts.

privilege and inherited a substantial income
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Document Ref: LR1/561/1/A/1-19

1904-1935

TURBARY RIGHTS

Tenant memorial in respect of turbary rights
(an ancient right to cut turf, or peat for fuel)
and map of turbary plots on the Mercers
Estate in Swatragh and the nearby
Lismoyle townland, Co. Londonderry.

The Worshipful Company of Mercers

are one of the twelve great livery companies

of London who planted estates in

Co. Londonderry during the early 17th
century. This document is part of the Land
Registry collection which is one of the largest
archives in PRONI containing over 50,000
items. The Land Registry papers record
changes in ownership and occupancy of land
in Ireland brought about by a number of Land
Acts dating from 1870 onwards.



Document Ref: D4061/39/3/1

1906

AMY CARMICHAELS BIBLE

Annotated Bible belonging to Amy
Carmichael, a Christian missionary and
founder of the Dohnavur Fellowship.
Carmichael was born in Millisle, Co. Down in
1867 but by the end of the 19th century was
living in Southern India and dedicating her
time to working with young girls and women.

At Dohnavur in Tamil Nadu, Carmichael

established a village complex consisting of an
orphanage, nurseries and schools where she
remained for the rest of her life. An inscription
in her Bible notes: ‘These children are dear

to me, be a mother to them, and more than

a mother. Watch over them tenderly, be just
and kind.” Annotated bibles can often provide

unique details for family history.



Document Ref: D1422/B/7/4,5, 78

c. 1910-1920

PHOTOGRAPHS OF SION MILLS

Photographs from the Herbert F. Cooper
glass plate negatives collection showcasing
the interior and exterior of Herdmans’ Mill
in Sion Mills, Co. Tyrone. Sion Mills was laid
out as a model linen village by the Herdman
brothers, James, John and George, to

serve the workers at their water-powered
flax spinning mill. The mill opened in 1835
and operated until 2004. The flax spinning
mill, built on the banks of the River Mourne
employed up to 1,200 workers at one point.
These photographs are significant to PRONI

as they showcase aspects of employment

in the linen industry in the west of Ulster.
Cooper was an English-born commercial
photographer whose studio was based in
Strabane, Co. Tyrone. Cooper’s photographs
cover a wide range of subjects across the
counties of Tyrone, Donegal and beyond,
including street scenes, political meetings
and Ulster Volunteer demonstrations. Glass
plate photography was a very popular
medium that preceded photographic film for
taking photographs.



Document Ref: LA/7/8/HF/3

13 May 1912

STREET SCENES IN BELFAST CITY

Photographs by Alexander Hogg depicting
Belfast streets prior to demolition or
otherwise affected by improvement schemes
undertaken by the Belfast Corporation under
the Belfast Improvement Order 1910 and
the Belfast Corporation Act 1911. Hogg was
born in March 1870 near Saintfield, Co.
Down. He took up photography at an early
age - his earliest surviving photograph

is dated 1884. In 1901, he setup as a

professional ‘photographer, lanternist, and
cinematographer’ in Trinity Street, Belfast.
Although focused on the properties, the
photographs contain an interesting record
of street life in inner city Belfast before

and during the early years of the First World
War. Most include people, particularly
children, generally arranged in groups in the

foreground of the scene.



Document Ref: D2805/MIN/A/2

7 May 1912

HARLAND & WOLFF MANAGING
DIRECTORS MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting of the Managing
Directors of Harland & Wolff dated the 7 May
1912, just a few weeks following the sinking
of the S.S. Titanic after a collision with an
iceberg on its maiden voyage.

‘...it was the unanimous desire of those
present that their heartfelt sorrow at the
calamity and the sad loss of life involved...’
The minutes include a list of the firm’s
representatives and employees who lost their
lives in the disaster.

“Mr Thomas Andrews Jr, Managing Director
Mr R Chisholm, Ship Draughtsman

Mr W.H.M Parr, Assistant Manager,
Electrical Department

Mr A.W. Frost, Foreman Fitter

Mr R Knight, Leading Hand Fitter

Ennis H Watson, Apprentice Wireman
Alfred Cunningham, Apprentice Fitter
Francis Parkes, Apprentice Plumber

William Campbell, Apprentice Joiner”.
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Document Ref: D1422/B/14/43 c. 1913

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE ULSTER VOLUNTEERS

Photograph taken from a glass plate negative Cooper was an English-born commercial

in the Herbert Cooper collection of members photographer whose studio was based
of the Ulster Volunteers on manoeuvres in Strabane, Co. Tyrone. Cooper’s

and undertaking rifle practice in 1913. photographs cover a wide range of
The Ulster Volunteers was a militia formed subjects across the counties of Tyrone,
in 1912 by Ulster unionists determined to Donegal and beyond, including street
resist attempts by the British Government to scenes, political meetings and Ulster
impose Home Rule in Ulster. Volunteer demonstrations.



Document Ref: BCT/3/1/7

1914

SUFFRAGETTE COURT CASE

A file of correspondence between Miss Mabel
Small, a teacher at the Belfast Municipal
Technical Institute (BMTI), and the principal
of the BMTI following her arrest for breaking a
window in the Old Town Hall, Belfast to draw
attention to the women'’s suffrage campaign.
Mabel Small: “As you will probably have seen
an account in the papers of my arrest and
imprisonment, | beg to inform you that after
four days’ hunger-and-thirst strike, | have

been released under the Cat and Mouse Act,

and shall be at my duties at the Technical
Institute on Monday as usual”. The Cat and
Mouse Act allowed for a temporary discharge
of hunger striking suffragettes who were at
risk of death. They could be recalled to prison
later once their health had recovered.

Miss Small kept her job but was arrested
several times in the months after this for

her militant actions as part of the Women’s

Social and Political Union.
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Document Ref: D1250/1

20 April 1914

LARNE GUN-RUNNING INSTRUCTIONS

Letter containing instructions from Major
General Sir William Adair, Loughanmore,
Dunadry, Co. Antrim, in advance of the Larne
Gun-running of 24-25 April, when unionists
smuggled approximately 25,000 rifles from
Germany into Ireland. This was a significant
event in the Ulster Crisis chronology,
precipitated by the passing of the Third
Home Rule Bill and the creation of the Ulster

Volunteer Force. This letter which is marked
“secret” thanks the unnamed correspondent
for agreeing to “place your motor car at the
disposal of the Provisional Government”. The
instructions use military language and advise
drivers to arrive punctually at 1am, bring a
supply of petrol, cars to remain in single file,
avoid towns and villages, and not to bring

any arms.



Document Ref: D4563/1/3/3 1916

THREE ULSTERWOMEN IN THE
SINN FEIN REBELLION

Letter from the papers of Evelyn (Eva) Maria arrival, the group got caught up in six days of

Catherine Chichester containing an eye-witness conflict as the Easter Rising began in the city.

account of the events of the Easter Rising. This handwritten account tells the story of their
Eva Chichester, along with her mother and experience of the Rising from their lodgings with
sister, decided to travel to Dublin where they the constant noise of gunshots, road blockages,
were to stay for one month in lodgings near disruption to postal services and the destruction
St. Stephen’s Green. A few days after their of shops and businesses.
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Document Ref: D623/A/344/19

25 April 1916

INTERCEPTED LETTER FROM ‘A
DROGHEDA SINN FEINER’

Copy of letter written by ‘a Drogheda Sinn
Féiner’ cheered by news of the Easter Rising
in Dublin. This letter was intercepted as

it was passed between the writer and its
recipients. During the week of the Easter
Rising a small contingent of Irish Volunteers
in Co. Louth, including some in Drogheda,
mobilised for insurrection. But their actions
were disjointed and confused due to the

last-minute reversal of orders issued by Eoin

MacNeill on the Saturday of Easter Weekend.

This countermanding resulted in a greatly
reduced number of volunteers participating
from the north of Ireland.

“Dear

The Irish Republic has been proclaimed in
Dublin- yesterday afternoon. Dublin Castle,
G.P.O, the Railways, Custom House, Bank
of Ireland, Four Courts, & Mansion House,
Not to speak of the military barracks were
all seized by the Irish Volunteers who were

reinforced by the Citizen Army”.
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Document Ref: D4131/K/1/4/3/2

May 1916

CONSTANCE MARKIEVICZ

TRIAL TRANSCRIPT

Letters and papers relating to the court
martial of Constance Gore-Booth, Countess
Markievicz, in 1916. The Countess was
arrested for her role in the Easter Rising,
where she was second in command at

St. Stephen’s Green. Accused of shooting

at a police officer, Countess Markievicz was
imprisoned at Kilmainham Gaol. At her court

martial on 4 May 1916, she was sentenced

to death, but this was commuted to life
imprisonment on account of her sex.

This is a copy of the court martial
proceedings for the trial of Countess
Markievicz following the Easter Rising. The
document states that the offences levelled
at Countess Markievicz are not of a minor
character and that she will be tried at a field

court martial.
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Document Ref: D3835/E/10/7/66

1917

BATTLE OF YPRES TRENCH MAP

Various documents from folders, consisting
of instructions and maps, marked ‘SECRET’
and concerning the role of the 36th

Ulster Division in the 3rd Battle of Ypres
(Passchendaele), July-August 1917.
Included is a trench map of part of Belgium

and instructions for standard forms of burial

of casualties immediately after combat.
Other documents include details of the
division’s battle patches. Battle Patches were
distinct signs used at the battalion level as a
means of identification on the battlefield and
they were worn on the sleeves, the back of

the tunic or painted on the helmet.
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Document Ref: D3835/E/2/10/1

July 1916

BATTLE OF THE SOMME LETTER

Private letter from Major-General Oliver
Nugent, Commander of the 36th (Ulster)
Division, to his wife, Kitty, describing the
bravery of the men of the 36th Division during
the assault on German lines on the first day
of the Battle of the Somme, 1 July 1916. This
battle constituted a complex series of massive
attacks and manoeuvres undertaken between
1 July 1916 and concluding 15 November

1916 on both sides of the upper reaches of
the River Somme in France.

“Just a line to say Arthur and | and my
staff are all well. Yesterday was terrible.
Our losses | fear very heavy. My dearest,
the Ulster Division has been too superb
for words. The whole Army is talking of the
incomparable gallantry shown by officers

and men”.



Document Ref: D3036/E/1

1920

THE GOVERNMENT OF IRELAND ACT

Unbound copy of Government of Ireland Act
which solidified the partition of the island

of Ireland into two self-governing political
entities, the six counties of Northern Ireland
and the 26 counties that made up ‘Southern
Ireland’. The radical solution of partition,
envisioned by Walter Long, was thrashed

out in London in late 1919 and early 1920

in a House of Commons now largely bereft
of Irish Nationalist MPs as the Irish War of
Independence ensued. A Council of Ireland
which never met was included as part of the
Act as a means to unite North and South

on shared matters. The Act was eventually
repealed under the provisions of the Belfast
(Good Friday) Agreement in 1998.



Document Ref: CAB/5/4

1920-1921

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN
JAMES CRAIG AND EAMON DE VALERA

Correspondence in the Cabinet Secretariat
files, friendly and hostile, on the establishing
of the Northern Ireland Parliament. Includes
confidential letters, dated 28 December
1920, from James Craig to Herbert Albert
Laurnes (HAL) Fisher, President of the Board
of Education at Whitehall. The letter reveals
concerns about the ‘appointed day’ under
the Government of Ireland (GOI) Act. This was
the day that the GOl was due to come into

operation. Craig believed that setting an early

date would ensure preferred prospective
MPs would run for election. The file Includes
correspondence, dated February 1921, from
Eamon de Valera, President of Dail Eireann,
to Craig, complaining that the British Army
are waging “an unjust war upon our people”.
This letter was written during the Irish War of
Independence between the Irish Republican
Army and British forces. De Valera’s list of
grievances includes the torture of prisoners,

assassinations and forced military labour.



Document Ref: SO/1/Z/4 22 June 1921

KING GEORGE V OPENS

Photograph of the state opening of the the ongoing Anglo-lrish War. Pending the
inaugural sitting of the Northern Ireland construction of the new building at Stormont
Parliament by King George V at Belfast in 1932, Parliament met in two locations;
City Hall. The visit was the most visually one in Belfast City Hall, and the other in the
symbolic of the events that marked the Presbyterian Church in Ireland’s Assembly’s
creation of Northern Ireland. The King College [now Union Theological College].
addressed members of both the Senate This image is from the papers of His

and House of Commons and called for Majesty’s Stationary Office (HMSO), Belfast.

reconciliation and peace in Ireland, amid
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Document Ref: D640/6/1-24

1921

INTELLIGENCE NOTES

Intelligence notes dated 1921, collated

by Colonel Frederick Hugh Crawford,
Commandant of the South Belfast B
Specials. The notes relate to the surveillance
of those considered to be enemy and
Republican agents. Named individuals on
the lists include nurses, shipworkers and

individual police officers suspected of having

Republican sympathies. During the violence
of 1920-22, Crawford maintained that Ulster
protestants could not rely on the British army
and would have to protect themselves. In
1921, he attempted to create an organisation
called the “Ulster Brotherhood” with the aims
of upholding and defending Protestantism

and destroying Sinn Fein.



Document Ref: CAB/9/Z/1/1

1921 -1924

BOUNDARY COMMISSION
CORRESPONDENCE

Following the Anglo-Irish Treaty, the Boundary
Commission was formed to finalise the
border between the Irish Free State and
Northern Ireland. It did not report until 1925
and recommended only minor changes to the
border which had been set out in 1922.

Included in this correspondence are colour

coded maps of Ulster counties noting which
parishes are predominantly nationalist,
predominantly unionist or mixed.

In addition, there are letters of protest and
petitions from groups in border regions
expressing their wish to remain part of

Northern Ireland.
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Document Ref: HA/32/6/1-8

PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE HMS ARGENTA

From a series of mounted photographs of
the prison ship HMS Argenta, moored in
Belfast. This was one of a number of prison
ships that were used for the internment of
Irish Republicans from 1922-24. The Civil
Authorities (Special Powers) Act of 1922
facilitated internment without trial which
resulted in the need for additional space to

accommodate internees.

HMS Argenta was originally the American
cargo ship, SS Argenta, before being
purchased by the Northern Ireland
government and converted into a prison ship.
Conditions were poor and 157 internees
from the Argenta took part in a hunger

strike in 1923. The HA/32 class of records
are declassified secret files created by the
Ministry of Home Affairs (1921-72).



Document Ref: D4560/1/1 1923-1933

CONSTRUCTION OF
SILENT VALLEY RESERVOIR

Photograph album from the Sir Anthony began on 10 October 1923 when Edward
Campbell papers containing black and white Carson cut the first sod and was completed
photographs undertaken by the Belfast a decade later at the official opening by the
construction and civil engineering firm, Duke of Abercorn on 24 May 1933. Silent
McLaughlin and Harvey. The images relate Valley and the nearby Ben Crom reservoirs
to the design and construction of the Silent supply water for most of Co. Down and a
Valley reservoir, in the Mourne Mountains, large part of Belfast.

Co. Down. Construction of the reservoir



Document Ref: D3911/2, 6

1929

PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE ARDS

TOURIST TROPHY

Black and white photographs of the Ards
Tourist Trophy (TT) motor car race held in
Newtownards during the period 1928-36.
The smaller photograph depicts drivers and
mechanics dashing for their cars at the start
of the 1929 race which was won by German
driver, Rudolf Caracciola, driving a Mercedes
Benz. The industrialist and inventor, Harry
Ferguson, was instrumental in setting up the

race which became one of Northern Ireland’s
premier sporting events and regularly
attracted crowds in excess of a quarter of

a million attendees. Ferguson successfully
persuaded Prime Minister James Craig that
the Ards TT could be a showcase for new
state of Northern Ireland. The races came to
an abrupt end in 1936 following the deaths
of eight spectators.
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Document Ref: LA/7/3/A/40

12 June 1935

LONELY HEARTS LETTER

Lonely-hearts letter written in 1935 to the
Mayor of Belfast, Crawford McCullough,
pleading for help locating a suitable
marriage partner. The letter-writer is
Michael A. Davis, an unmarried man from
Seattle, Washington, USA, who provides
witnesses who can vouch for his character
and integrity. “l wish to ask you a question
that may seem a bit odd to you. | am a

gentleman, 35 years of age, Scotch and Irish

descent... | am desirous of corresponding
with an Irish colleen, somewhere between
the ages of 25 to 30 years of age, with

the ultimate object of matrimony ... if it

can be mutually proved beyond a question
of a doubt mutual satisfaction as to
character, integrity, education, and moral
responsibility. | hardly need to mention that
the colleen must be Protestant, but, better it

should be stated”.



Document Ref: D4122/C/4

c. 1936-1954

HARRY FERGUSON ADVERTISEMENTS

Scrapbook of proofs of advertisements for
Harry Ferguson (Motors) Ltd, compiled by
photographer and painter, Arthur Campbell.
Campbell was Head of Press Relations and
Design at Harry Ferguson (Motors) where

he exhibited a flair for advertising. He was
born into a renowned artistic family that
included mother, Gretta Bowen, and brother,
George Campbell. Harry Ferguson (Motors)

Ltd, based at May Street and later Donegall
Square, Belfast, was established in 1911
and operated until 1961. The company
which was the exclusive distributor for Austin
cars was founded by the aviator, mechanic
and inventor, Harry Ferguson from Growell,
near Dromore, Co. Down, best known for
his role in the development of the modern
agricultural tractor.
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Document Ref: COM/17/3/3 1938

JEWISH CRAFTSPEOPLE FOR
NORTHERN IRELAND

The New Industries Development Act Jewish periodical, Zionistische Rundschau,
was set up in 1937 to battle significant and includes his own English translation -
unemployment and underdevelopment “Ireland is willing to aid the immigrants from
in Northern Ireland through transplanting Central Europe as much as possible” by
businesses from Europe. encouraging Jewish craftspeople to establish
This is an application letter from Ernst industries in Northern Ireland. In actual
Schablin, a Jewish man living in Vienna, practice, very few individuals were invited
applying to work in Northern Ireland as to move to Northern Ireland, and funding

a metalworker. Schablin includes a copy mostly went to those with already large and
of the advertisement that he saw in the established businesses.



Document Ref: D2109/18/9

1939-1967

DIARY OF MISS EMMA DUFFIN

The final diary in a series kept by Miss
Emma Duffin, while serving as Voluntary

Aid Detachment (VAD) during the First and
Second World Wars. This volume details her
time serving as a VAD nurse with Stranmillis
Military Hospital and St John’s Ambulance,
Belfast, during the Second World War and

concludes with some reminiscences written in

the late 1960s, reflecting on her experiences:
“It had been a hard life, but a great
experience, never to be regretted. We had
seen great suffering but greater courage... we
had learnt the value of comradeship and that
barriers between classes could be ignored: an
orderly could be a friend as well as an officer,

a patient could be a brother”.
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Document Ref: WILL 1940

WILL OF WILFRED
HEYMAN-JOYNSON WREFORD

Last will and testament of Wilfred Heyman- Xenia Lewis, from a later marriage to a Lleila

Joynson Wreford of Seskinore, Co. Tyrone who  Joynson-Wreford. Xenia, orphaned by the

died in March 1940. The will was uncovered age of four, went to live in Australia with her
when family researcher, Alex Watson, was guardians but had no memory of her early
researching the family of Tony Joynson- life in Seskinore. After the discovery, her
Wreford at PRONI in the 2000s. Watson half-siblings managed to contact Xenia who
ordered out Tony’s will and discovered a returned to visit Co. Tyrone for the first time in
reference to a previously unknown child, over 65 years.



Document Ref: D4474/2/172 1940-1946

PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM OF SHORT BROTHERS

Album of photographs entitled: ‘Short early computers and Belfast Harbour Airport
Stirling’, produced by Belfast aerospace (now Belfast City Airport). This aloum
company, Short Brothers. Short Brothers PLC ~ depicts images of the iconic Short Stirling,
was originally founded in 1908 in London which was the RAF’s first four-engine

and is now a subsidiary of American heavy bomber. The Stirling was particularly
aerostructure manufacturer, Spirit effective during the Second World War
AeroSystems. This is one of a number of when it was used for bombing and later

albums that includes photographs and prints minelaying operations. It achieved success
of various aircraft, sea-planes, components, on the African, Pacific, French, Italian and
armoured cars, apprentices, passengers, Eastern fronts.
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Document Ref: D4577/4/1

c. 1940-1960

‘CIRCUS RHAPSODY’ - THE MEMOIRS
OF DR RICHARD ‘DICKIE" HUNTER

Dr Richard ‘Dickie’ Hunter was raised

in Portglenone, Co Antrim, and studied
medicine at Queen’s University Belfast,
where he later became a part of the
teaching staff. In addition to his work in the
university, Dr Hunter’s interest in, and love
for, animals was well-known, and he was
made curator of the Belfast Zoo in 1937.
This interest led to him being invited to
travel with the Chipperfield Circus family and

the opportunity arose to become a stand-in
ringmaster. Dr Hunter was so successful
that Chipperfield asked him if he would
consider becoming a full-time ringmaster
for their famous circus. Dr Hunter or ‘Dickie’
decided to commit himself to the Circus full
time. On Christmas Day, 1940, he presented
his first circus at the Belfast Hippodrome. It
was a huge success and the first of many he
would bring to Belfast.
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Document Ref: CAB/3/A/68

1941

IMAGES OF THE BELFAST BLITZ

The Belfast Blitz consisted of four German

air raids on strategic targets across the city
of Belfast, in April and May 1941 during the
Second World War, resulting in significantly
high casualties. The first was on the night of
7-8 April 1941 but the biggest attack took
place on Easter Tuesday, 15 April 1941, when

Luftwaffe bombers attacked military and
manufacturing targets in the city and docks.
Some 900 people died as a result of the
bombings and 1,500 were injured.

These images belong to a report compiled by
the Ministry of Public Security on the air raids

on Belfast and their aftermath.



Document Ref: D4666/2/1 c. 1941-1945

‘AND THEY CALLED IT IRELAND’
CARTOON BOOK

This light-hearted cartoon book was issued Ireland. The American Servicemen were

to American soldiers based in Northern referred to by the nickname of Gls, the
Ireland during Second World War. American origin of which remains a subject of debate.
soldiers began to arrive in Northern Ireland The illustrations in the comic capture the

in the wake of the attack on Pearl Harbour experiences of the American troops adjusting
which led to the USA entering the war. Over to and integrating into the Northern Ireland
the next few years numbers increased and population, including pub opening hours,

it is believed by early 1944 there were the eccentricities of British money and

over 100,000 US Servicemen in Northern interactions with local women.
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Michael J Murphy was a folklore collector
from Dromintee, South Armagh, who

worked predominantly for the Irish Folklore
Commission (IFC), established in Dublin in
1935 to preserve and collect traditional Irish
folk tales and stories. Murphy was one of the
only full-time collectors working for the IFC to

collect in the English language and was the

only one tasked with collecting the folklore of
Northern Ireland. This notebook of Murphy’s
dates from the years before he began
working with the Irish Folklore Commission
on a full-time basis. He records the sayings
and phrases he hears in the fields, the cures
for all manner of iliness and the traditional

games that the children play in his local area.



Document Ref: D3838/4/2/1

1947-1950

DIARY OF ROBERTA HEWITT

Diary belonging to Roberta ‘Ruby’ Hewitt (née
Black) written in the late 1940s. Roberta,
originally from Larne, lived in Belfast with her
husband, the renowned poet, John Hewitt,
for most of their married life. In her writings
she describes her life with her husband and
the challenges that come along with being

married to a well-known literary figure:‘lt is

sometimes too much for me to be cook &
cleaner, literary confidant, wife and fan &
then try to keep a person on the boards that
is Roberta & not just Johnny’s wife’.

Her diaries are incredibly detailed, capturing
her emotions about personal situations

and her reflections on art, world events and

politics (she was a committed socialist).
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Document Ref: D3118/6/5

1953

NORTHERN IRELAND EMERGENCY
BREAD EXERCISE

Confidential report entitled, ‘Northern
Ireland, Emergency Bread Exercise’. The
report was drafted in the early fifties in
response to the Cold War. It centred on
the aftermath of an atomic bomb attack
on Northern Ireland and how bread would
continue to be baked and distributed.
Emergency Bread Exercise dating from
1953-54 was found within the records of

the United Co-operative Baking Society,
Belfast. The report, originally marked as
‘Confidential’, gives detailed predictions

of the probable scale of destruction
following an atomic strike on Belfast.

As well as commenting on the grim realities
of casualties and evacuation, the record
also concentrates on another crucial aspect

of life: the supply of our daily bread.
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Document Ref: D4581/3/3/3

c. 1955-1980

PHOTOGRAPH OF

OTTILIE PATTERSON

Photograph of Ottilie Patterson, a celebrated
blues and jazz singer from Comber, Co. Down,
performing at a concert. Patterson developed
her interest in music, jazz in particular, while
a student at the Belfast College of Technology
and began her career as a singer. In the early
1950s, Patterson began to tour with the

Chris Barber Jazz Band and married Chris
Barber a few years later. She retired from the
band in the early 1970s following difficulties
with her health and her marriage, however,
throughout her extensive career she sang
with musical greats including Muddy Waters
and Sister Rosetta Tharpe.
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Document Ref: D4677 1966

SEAMUS HEANEY READS FROM
‘DEATH OF A NATURALIST

PRONI, in partnership with Northern In this photograph, taken from a recording,
Ireland Screen, and ITV, holds most of poet, Seamus Heaney, reads from his
UTV’s moving image archive dating from first major published volume, ‘Death of a

1959-1993. The archive is of historical and Naturalist’. A collection of 34 short poems
cultural importance as it contains unique written by Heaney in 19686, it is largely
programme and news content recorded by concerned with childhood experiences and
UTV, the first commercial broadcaster on the  the formulation of adult identities, family
island of Ireland. relationships and rural life.
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Document Ref: CAB/9/D/87/1

1962-1965

ESTABLISHMENT IN NORTHERN IRELAND
OF A SECOND UNIVERSITY

This file relates to the work of the Lockwood
Committee into university education in
Northern Ireland. The Committee, chaired
by Sir John Lockwood, was appointed in
November 1963 to examine university and
higher education in Northern Ireland and to
make recommendations for improvement.
Published in 1965, the Lockwood Report
predicted that an additional 8- 9,000

university places would be required by the
mid-1970s and proposed the establishment
of a second university to complement the
existing Queen’s University, Belfast.
Included in the file are the submissions

and deputations from Armagh and
Derry~Londonderry stating their cases as
prospective locations for the New University

of Ulster.
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Document Ref: D4542/2/1/1-8

1964

Merged photograph of iconic rock band,
The Beatles, on stage in the King’s Hall
Belfast. The band played two sold-out
concerts on the same night on 2 November
1964. Tickets costing up to £1 were sold

at George Connell’s ticket office, one of the
promoters for the King’'s Hall at that time.
The photographs were taken by Canadian
photographer Nick Newbery while he was
based in Belfast during the 1960s.

The photographs comprise ‘cleaned up’
versions from the original negatives which
are merged to create a seamless image.
The original photographs are closed to

the public but copy versions are available
under D4542/2/1/1A-4A. As a band with
worldwide fame, these photographs are
significant for Northern Ireland’s pop history
as they showcase the bands second and
final visit to Belfast.



Document Ref: D4629/1/1/1

1968

NORTHERN IRELAND CIVIL RIGHTS
ASSOCIATION POSTER

A 1968 Northern Ireland Civil Rights
Association (NICRA) poster highlighting ‘A
civil rights march will be held in Derry on
Saturday, 5th Oct’. The march (known as the
Duke Street March), although banned by the
Northern Ireland government, was held in

October 1968 in Derry~Londonderry. It was

organised by NICRA who were protesting
about gerrymandering and discrimination,
calling for a ‘one man one vote’ system to
be put in place. The initially peaceful march
culminated in televised violent clashes with
the police, resulting in 30 people injured
including West Belfast MP Gerard Fitt.
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Document Ref: CAB/9/B/312/1

April 1969 - September 1969

DISTURBANCES IN

NORTHERN IRELAND, 1969

The Cabinet Secretariat was modelled

on the practices and procedures of
Westminster and Whitehall, and files were
prepared for Cabinet, arranged by subject.
The CAB/9/B series relates to the Ministry
for Home Affairs which dealt with security,
justice and prisons. This declassified
secret file is part of a series relating to
disturbances in Northern Ireland, April
1969-September 1969. Many consider

this period to be the start of the Northern
Ireland ‘Troubles’ and this file depicts the
deteriorating political and security situation.
One memorandum refers to John Hume,
MP for Foyle and future leader of the Social
Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP), and
his request for a meeting about a United
Nations (UN) peacekeeping force to act in
Northern Ireland. A digital copy is available
on the PRONI eCatalogue.
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Document Ref: D4437/2/1/5/2/7

29 April 1976

LETTER TO CARA-FRIEND

One of hundreds of letters received by
Cara-Friend from the public. Cara-Friend is
one of Northern Ireland’s longest running
LGBTQ+ support organisations. The letters
seek support and friendship with other
LGBTQ+ individuals. Correspondence in the
Cara-Friend Papers was anonymised by the

organisation before they were deposited at

PRONI, to protect the identity of the individuals
who wrote to Cara-Friend in confidence. At that
time in Northern Ireland, same-sex sexual acts
were a criminal offence and the anonymous
writer states ‘I feel a little bit guilty about
writing to you as | have no specific problem,
other than that | am homosexual and that life

in general is consequently a bit more difficult’.
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Document Ref: D4809/2/3/2/1/2

1976

EXPLOSIVES LICENSE FOR
BELFAST KOSHER BUTCHER

Annual explosives license granted in 1976 to
the last kosher butcher in Belfast, Victuallers
Ltd., which traded at 499 Antrim Road.
Victuallers was run by Abraham Joseph Moss,
a member of Belfast’s Jewish community.
This certificate, unusual as it may seem at
first glance, granted Victuallers permission

to purchase sodium nitrate, solely for the

purpose of pickling meat. Sodium nitrate

is a common preservative and fertiliser but
can also be used to produce explosives
which required regulation, particularly in
Belfast during the 1970s. Victuallers applied
for this license each year that they were in
operation, it was selected as a unique record
showing that the Troubles impacted not just
‘unionists’ and ‘nationalists’ but also upon

minority communities.



Document Ref: INF/7/A/7/71

c. 1977

PHOTOGRAPH OF AN ARMY
CHECKPOINT, BELFAST

Photograph of an army checkpoint at the
security gates in North Street, Belfast. In
response to escalating bomb threats during
The Troubles, many towns and cities in
Northern Ireland introduced security cordons
to for protection. The cordon in Belfast was
informally known as ‘The Ring of Steel’. Most
vehicles were prohibited, and shoppers were
searched as they entered the cordons which

were comprised of a series of gates, fences,
turnstiles, search stations and blocked
roads. The INF archive contains records
created by the Northern Ireland Government
Information Service, particularly those that
publicise the activities of the Northern
Ireland state. By the late 1970s, many of
the functions of the Information Service had

transferred to the Northern Ireland Office.
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Document Ref: D4673/1/1

1977-1985

NORTHERN IRELAND WOMEN'S
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION SCRAPBOOK

Scrapbook, the first in a series recording the
activities of the Northern Ireland Women’s
Football Association (NIWFA) and collected by
football coach, Chris Unwin. The NIWFA was
first established in 1976 and this scrapbook
documents the early years of the Association.
It includes dozens of photographs and press

cuttings relating to the early Northern Ireland

Women'’s international team, local clubs and
their fixtures. Teams competing in the NIWFA
local league such as the Blue Birds, the
Dynamoes and the Buzby Babes all feature
in this scrapbook. There are also press
cuttings relating to Deirdre O’Reilly who was
the first female fully qualified Irish Football

League coach.
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Document Ref: D3762/2/1/30

February 1983

JEFFREY DUDGEON EUROPEAN
COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS CASE

In 1976, Jeffrey Dudgeon, a gay rights
activist, was arrested and interrogated about
his sexual activities. Following this incident,
Dudgeon, who was then secretary of the
Northern Ireland Gay Rights Association
(NIGRA), brought a complaint to the European
Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg against
the government of the United Kingdom.

The ECHR ruled in Dudgeon’s favour in

1981 which led to the decriminalisation

of homosexual acts ‘committed in private
between two consenting males aged 21 and
over’, bringing it in line with the other regions
within the UK. This document is the final
judgement in the ECHR case, awarding over
£3,000 worth of damages to Dudgeon from
the UK government.



Document Ref: CENT/1/13/29A

1984

EXPRESSIONS TO BE AVOIDED

First day brief for the incoming Secretary
of State and Ministers. One of the

briefings in the 130-page file is entitled
“Expressions to be avoided (and notes on
other terminology)”. It was prepared for the
new Northern Ireland Secretary of State,
Conservative MP, Tom King in September
1985. In the paper, he was advised that
talking about “the mainland” was not

acceptable. “The six counties” was also “to
be avoided”, as was “the north of Ireland”.
The document reveals a host of intricate
sensitivities and pitfalls to be negotiated
by the Minister in the course of his initial
public appearances. Other items of note in
the file are briefings about unemployment,
losses incurred by Harland & Wolff and the
liguidation of DeLorean Motor Corporation.
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Document Ref: D4583/6/2/12/6 1990

ULTACH TRUST LETTER TO
MARY ROBINSON

Letter written by chairman of the ULTACH Irish language scholar and reprinted by the
Trust (lontaobhas ULTACH), Séamus de ULTACH Trust in 1990. The ULTACH Trust
Napier, to Mary Robinson in celebration of was a charitable organisation established in
her inauguration as the first female President 1989, dedicated to the promotion of the Irish
of the Republic of Ireland. Enclosed with language in Northern Ireland. ULTACH was
the letter, de Napier included a copy of founded on a cross-community philosophy
‘An Introduction to the Irish Language’, of making the language inclusive and
originally published in 1808 by Revered accessible to both unionist and nationalist
William Neilson, a Presbyterian minister and traditions in Northern Ireland.
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Document Ref: CENT/1/24/47A 1994-1995

EXPLORATORY DIALOGUE WITH
SINN FEIN

File entitled Exploratory Dialogue which Conservative Minister for State at the NIO
contains accounts of the first formal would not attend until 10 May 1995. A range
meetings between Northern Ireland Office of issues are discussed including ceasefires,
(NIO) officials and a Sinn Féin delegation cessation of violence, punishment beatings,
led by Martin McGuinness. This minute is parity of equality for Sinn Féin with other

a detailed record of the first meeting on 9 parties, socio-economic issues, police reform,
December 1994 and lists all the attendees. families of the disappeared, Irish medium
There were no ministers present at the education and decommissioning.

first few meetings. Michael Ancram, the

100
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Document Ref: D4697/8/1

c. 1997

DIVERSITY ON DISPLAY

Booklet published by the Northern Ireland
Council for Ethnic Minorities (NICEM) for
an exhibition entitled ‘Diversity on Display’,
exploring the lives and culture of Northern
Ireland’s ethnic minorities and illustrates
the diversity of Northern Ireland’s different
ethnic communities. The NICEM was
developed through the working relationship

101

between the Chinese, Indian and Travelling
communities to campaign for race relations
legislation and represents minority ethnic
groups in Northern Ireland. This booklet
was published in the year that the Race
Relations (NI) Order was implemented,

and the Commission for Racial Equality for

Northern Ireland was established.
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Document Ref: D4616/2/1/9/1 2006-2007

JOHN HETHERINGTON'S EXPERIENCES OF
WORKING AT THE MAZE/LONG KESH PRISON

The Prisons Memory Archive (PMA) is a from John Hetherington describes his
collection of 161 filmed recordings with experiences as a prison officer at Maze/
individuals who had a connection with Long Kesh Prison and his experiences of

Armagh Gaol and the Maze/Long Kesh Prison working in the prison hospital during the

during the conflict in and about Northern Hunger Strikes in 1981. He describes the
Ireland. The PMA recordings were made in prison service and how it changed over
2006 and 2007. The range of participants time. He mentions his attitude towards
include prison staff, prisoners, relatives, interment policy and describes the change
teachers, chaplains, lawyers, doctors, in relationship between prisoners and
probation officers and maintenance workers. prison officers.

A ‘walk-and-talk’ audio-visual recording

102



rron | @@

Document Ref: D4771/1/1

2020

STAY HOME MEMORIES CENSUS

Stay Home census produced by PRONI during
the first lockdown of 2020. The Public Record
Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) is acutely
aware of the importance of contemporary
collecting, particularly in times of societal
change. During the COVID-19 pandemic,
which began in early 2020, the Stay Home
Memories Archive was established as part

of the Making the Future Project to help
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preserve the records of the pandemic as it
happened. As part of the project, the Stay
Home Census was designed and filled in by
households on a voluntary basis, to give a
snapshot of life during the lockdown.
Householders were asked to note their usual
residence, their occupation, their work status

and to describe lockdown in one word.
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Document Ref: D4844/2/3/12

2022

COLLABARCHIVE EMIGRANT LETTERS

CollabArchive was a digjtal volunteering
project that was established through a
partnership between PRONI and the Nerve
Centre and funded by the National Lottery
Heritage Fund. Throughout 2022 and 2023,
CollabArchive delivered projects which
allowed volunteers to engage with the archive
in new and innovative ways.

One project strand, ‘Leaving. Crossing.
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Arriving’, centred around the theme of
migration and inspired volunteers from
different backgrounds to create podcasts
about an emigrant letter of choice from the
archive and write a letter documenting their
own experience of migration. This letter
was written by Canan Kurt to her mother,
discussing the Turkish word gurbet: ‘... the
never-ending longing for the homeland’.
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