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Index to Sports Records at PRONI

Introduction

PRONI has in its custody a wide range of material relating to sport and recreation,
ranging from billiards to gliding. Sport in Northern Ireland, which was usually
organised on a Province of Ulster basis, took off in the late-19th century and much of
the impetus was generated by the presence of the armed services. Cricket, football,
hockey and rugby in particular benefited from this presence. Northern Ireland's
sporting history is an important part of its cultural heritage and is well documented in
PRONI. Minute books for a number of major sports clubs and organisations are
available for research. Of particular interest are the records of the Irish Football
Association comprising of 53 volumes of minute books, 1880-1985, relating to the
principal committees of the L.F.A., including the Council, International, Finance,
Protests and Appeals, and Junior committees. These records span the history of
organised football in Ireland and include details on the split with the League of Ireland
and the expulsion of Belfast Celtic. Other highlights include the Ulster Branch of the
Irish Rugby Football Union, 1886-1983, Linfield Football and Athletic Club, 1934-
1972, Northern Cricket Union of Ireland papers, 1914-1998, the Ulster Women's
Hockey Union, 1905-1993, and the Ulster Council of the Lawn Tennis Association,
1927-1970. PRONI also possesses the records of the Northern Ireland Sports
Council that can be easily accessed because unlike most other government records,

the Sports Council has a 10-year closure date instead of the usual 30-year.
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Alphabetical Index to Sports Records at PRONI

[A] [B] [C] [F] [G] [H] [I] [3] [K] (L] [M] [P]
[R] [S] [T] [W]

Alphabetical Index

A
Angling
Photograph by H.F. Cooper of Anglers in €.1920 D1422/B/15
Co. Tyrone.
Letter from Max H. Smith, Hon. Secretary North 1900 D1971/H/B/S/418

East Ulster Angling Club, requesting permission
to fish on Clandeboye Lake.

Articles of Association of the Ulster Angling 1986 D4050/14
Federation Ltd.

Athletics

Control of athletics in Northern Ireland; 1929-1965 CAB/9/B/160
proposals for an international sports stadium at

Newtownabbey.

Photograph by H.F. Cooper of Anglers in c.1920 D1422/B/15
Co. Tyrone.

File of correspondence, minutes of meetings, 1971-1974 D3143

accounts, race results, etc, relating to the New
University of Ulster, Coleraine, Cross Country
Athletic Club, Co. Londonderry.

Programmes of Amateur Athletic meetings held 1923-1928 D3325
at Cherryvale, Belfast.

Photograph of a running race along the Antrim  ¢.1930 D3598
Road, Belfast.

Programme of Athletic events and Gaelic €.1905-1910 D3864
games held at Celtic Park, Belfast.

Irish Amateur Athletic Board All-Ireland Track 1947 D4029
and Field Championship document.

Minutes of meetings of the Northern Ireland 1985-1990 D4050

Athletics Coaching Committee, Northern Ireland
Women's Athletics Association and the Ulster
branch of the Irish Triathlon Association.
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Alphabetical Index to Sports Records at PRONI

Athletics

Papers of the Northern Ireland Athletics 1934-1995 D4282
Federation and its predecessors the Northern
Ireland Amateur Athletics Federation and the
Northern Ireland Women’s Amateur Athletics

Federation.
¥ N
B
Basketball
Minutes of meetings of the Ulster Basketball 1984-1990 D4050
Association.

Billiards

Photograph by H.F. Cooper of billiards players  ¢.1930 D1422/B/15
with trophies.

Papers relating to the purchase of a billiards 1862-1869 D2922/E
table at Tempo, Co. Fermanagh.

Mountpottinger branch of the YMCA papers, 1925-1961 D3788/4
Belfast.

Blood Sports

Cards, posters, correspondence, etc, relatingto ¢.1850-1865 D1011/10/6
the Route Hunt.

Two letters from George Absolom, 1900 D1071/H/B/A/16
Crawfordsburn, Co. Down, to Lord Dufferin,

requesting financial assistance for rebuilding of

local sports pavilion and permission to fish on

Dufferin's private lake at Clandeboye.

Four letters from Baron Pierre de Coubertin 1892-1898 D1071/H/BIC/624
[founder of the modern Olympic Games], Paris,

to Lord Dufferin and Mr Austin Lee about an

international meeting of Athletic Sports,

Dufferin's departure from the Paris Embassy,

etc.

Hunting diaries of the Earl of Enniskillen, 1881-1887 D1702
Co. Fermanagh.
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Blood Sports

Leases giving gaming rights to individuals on
the Brownlow estate, Lurgan, Co. Armagh.

Game books from Crom Castle,
Newtownbutler, Co. Fermanagh.

Minutes and accounts of Ballymena Hunt,
Co. Antrim.

Volume of annals of the Downe Hunt.
Lease of fishing at the River Bush, Co. Antrim.

Leases of salmon fisheries and fishing rights
along the Antrim Coast, granted by the Earls of
Antrim.

Letter to the 4th Earl of Antrim with references
to fox hunting.

Two files of correspondence relating to the
Paragon Gun & Fishing Tackle specialists,
Belfast.

[Some parts of archive closed, please refer
to list]

Diary of Captain J.G.V. Hart relating to elephant

hunting in Komania, Nyamba, and Sierra Leone.

Minute Books, Account Books, Typed history of
the Killultagh and Old Rock Chichester Harriers,
Lisburn, Co. Antrim.

Papers of Major T.M. Bailie of Poona and
Bombay, India, relating to tiger-shooting.

Papers of Evelyn Shirley of Lough Fea,
Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan, relating to
shooting.

Diary of Andrew Allen Murray describing his
participation in blood sports in Cos Monaghan,
Down, Tyrone and Fermanagh.

Shooting diary and game book of Sir Oliver
Nugent, Mount Nugent, Co. Cavan.

Game book of Captain Anketell, of Favour
Royal, Co. Tyrone.

Game books of the Earls of Kenmare,
Co. Kerry.

Antrim Hunt papers relating to horse racing.
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Alphabetical Index to Sports Records at PRONI

Blood Sports

Counsel's opinion relating to game rights at 1863-1872 D573/8
Walworth, Co. Londonderry.

Game books of the Earls of Abercorn, 1939-1954 D623/C/13
Co. Tyrone.

Correspondence of A. Loftus, Rathfarnham, 1687 D638/2
Co. Dublin.

Requisition forms, sports licences, daily returns, 1957-1963 FIN/22
etc, for gun and games licences.

Miscellaneous documents relating to the Route  1843-1863 MIC1P/415G/1
Hunt and concerning dog-fighting.

Minute Book and diaries of the lveagh Harriers  1902-1951 MIC200
Hunt Club.

Route Hunt, Co. Antrim, documents. 1846-1863 MIC24/Reel 1
Minutes, resolutions, etc, of Ballymena Hunt, 1799 T1252

Co. Antrim.

Reminiscences of Robert Dunlop of Clough 1825-1875 T2815/1

recording cockfighting at Glenwhirry and hare-
coursing in the Eglish area, Co. Antrim.

Letters of Captain James Howard. 1854-1881 T3069

List of holders of game certificates in Ulster, 1837 T688
Connaught, and Co. Longford.

Accounts, receipts, correspondence, minute 1902-1914 D2587
books, etc, relating to Coleraine Bowling Club,
Co. Londonderry.

File of booklets, passenger lists, etc, relatingto 1938 D3413/AC/1
a cruise on SS Caledonia Bowlers Touring Club.

Irish Women’s Bowling Association papers. 1900 D4384
Letter from Captain Sheffington to Viscountess 1710 D562/88
Massereene.

Transcript of an article reproduced from the 1930 T3870/1

Belfast Telegraph entitled ‘First Irish Indoor
Bowling Green Opened by Dr Gibson Uniting
The People. Ballymacarrett Church’s Lead'.
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Photograph by H.F. Cooper of two boxers. €.1940 D1422/B/15

Ticket for admission to the National Joseph 1939 T3857
Boxing promotion tournament at the Ulster Hall,
Belfast.

_a

C

Printed rules of Portadown Cricket Club, D1241/5/8
Co. Armagh.

Photographs by H.F. Cooper of the Sion Mills €.1910-1930 D1422/B/15
cricket team, Co. Tyrone.

Minute book of Ballymena Cricket Club, 1878-1887 D1683
Co. Antrim.

Fixture cards and official race cards for cricket 1908-1910 D3086
matches at Downpatrick, Co. Down.

Records of Belfast Cricket League. 1902-1977 D3298
Ledger of the North of Ireland Cricket Club, 1892-1918 D4189/F/1
Belfast, Co. Antrim.

References to cricket in the Dennis Barritt €.1960 D4201
papers.

Northern Cricket Union of Ireland papers. 1914-1998 D4213
Papers of St Mary’s Cricket Club, Belfast. 1927-1970 D4248
Papers of North of Ireland Cricket Club, Belfast. 1862-1990 D4286
Photograph of the final of N.I. Senior Cup, 1922 MIC202
Warringstown -v- Cliftonville.

Scorebook of Loughgall Cricket Club, 1869-1878 T1384
Co. Armagh.

Ballymena Cricket Club document, Co. Antrim.  ¢.1900 T2061

Minute Books of the Newcastle Lawn Tennis 1900-1930 D3767
and Croquet Club, Co. Down.
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Cycling

Three letters from W.H. Broad, Captain of the 1895 D1071/H/B/B/750
Dover Cycling Club, Victoria Hotel, Castle

Street, Dover, to Lord Dufferin about prize

medals which Dufferin is requested to present.

Rules, membership list, etc, of Dalriada Cycling 1898 D2800/13
Club, based at Ballymoney and Coleraine,
Co. Londonderry.

Records of Belfast Cycling Club including 1936-1946 D3105
programmes of cycling events, membership
lists and application forms, secretary’s reports,

etc.
i,
F
Football
Two letters from Joseph D. Augel, College Park 1900 D1071/H/B/IA/314

Football Club, Harlesden, London to Lord
Dufferin, expressing sympathy on the death of
the Earl of Ava, killed in the Boer War and
requesting that Dufferin accept the Presidency
of the Club.

Photographs by H.F. Cooper of football teams  ¢.1909-1930 D1422/B/15
in Strabane, Co. Tyrone.

Legal papers relating to the Irish Football 1930 D1708
Association and disputes with clubs.
[Closed until listed]

Printed memorandum of association of Belfast 1901 D2044
Celtic Football and Athletic Co. Ltd.

File asking for financial aid for Duncairn Old 1924-1931 D3413/AD4
Boys, Earlsville, Crusaders and Georgeville.

Mountpottinger branch of the YMCA papers, 1952-1953 D3788/4/3
Belfast.

Programme of N.I. School's Football Association 1927-1987 D3811
versus France.

Linfield Football Club papers, Belfast, 1934-1972 D3852
Co. Antrim.
Irish Football Association papers. 1880-1985 D4196

[Restricted Access]
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Football

Manuscript by Neal Garnham on soccer priorto ¢.1999 D4301
Partition.

File on Lurgan Glenavon Supporters' Club, 1948-1949 FIN/15/6/A
Co. Armagh.

Barn Football Club, Carrickfergus, document, 1898-1898 T2933/2/912
Co. Antrim.

Barn Football Club, Carrickfergus, document, 1898-1899 T3460
Co. Antrim.

Papers of Linfield Football & Athletic Club, 1915-1916 T3824
Belfast, Co. Antrim.
P N
G
Gliding
Ulster Gliding Club papers. 1932-1939 D1490
Ulster Gliding and Aviation Club, Belfast, 1932-1982 D2498

articles of association and newsletters.

Lease of foreshore at Royal County Down Golf 1966 CL/1/95
Club, Newcastle.
[Closed until listed]

Photograph by H.F. Cooper of Strabane Golf €.1930 D1422/B/15
Club, Co. Tyrone.

Letters concerning Portrush Golf Club, 1929-1930 D1835/54
Co. Antrim.

Photograph of members of the Ulster delegation 1932 D3300/21
to the Ottawa Conference at the Seigniory Club,

Ottawa.

File relating to Belvoir Park Golf Club, Belfast. 1927-1941 D3413/AD3
File relating to Ormeau Golf Club, Belfast. 1927-1929 D3413/AD6
Photograph of some of the founder members of 1889 D3568

the Royal County Down Golf Club
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Photograph albums of Thomas Paul of Belfast  ¢.1894 D3810

containing golfing photographs.

Papers of the Irish Ladies’ Golf Union. 1911-1988 D4278

Royal Co. Down Ladies Golf Club papers. 1894-1898 T3796

Two letters, the first with an enclosure, from 1897 D1071/H/B/C/185

Ella Carson, Royal Belfast Ladies' Golf Club,
Carnalea, to Lord Dufferin about a prize medal
which he is presenting to the club.

Three letters from J.F. Dixon, Hon. Secretary to 1892-1893 D1071/H/B/D169
the Cinque Ports Golf Club, Victoria Road, Deal,

to Lord Dufferin about Dufferin's consenting to

become President of the Club.

Greyhound Racing

Lord Lurgan's greyhound account book. 1830-1890 D1928/A

Two photographs of the coursing greyhound €.1869 T2673
Master McGrath, owned by Lord Lurgan, with
his trainer Joe Walsh.

Mountpottinger branch of the YMCA papers, 1915-1930 D3788/4/3
Belfast.

Minutes of the Executive meetings of the 1983 D4050/12
Northern Ireland Amateur Gymnastics

Association.

¥ N

H

Papers of Osborne Hockey Club. Belfast, 1909-1914 D3888
Co. Antrim.

Ulster Women's Hockey Union. 1905-1993 D3982

Minutes of the Council meetings of the Ulster 1985-1989 D4050/17
Women's Hockey Union.
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Photograph of Charley/Richardson family
hockey team.

Photographs by H.F. Cooper of the Strabane
Hockey team, Co. Tyrone.

1900

1907-1930

T1677/6

D1422/B/15/2

Horse racing in Northern Ireland: proposed
grant to the Maze and Downpatrick
racecourses.

Letter relating to subscriptions at Youghal,
Co. Cork.

Letters to Lord Londonderry from the Prince of
Wales/Edward VII, containing racing news.

Letter to the 4™ Earl of Antrim with references
to horse racing.

Fixture cards and official race cards for horse
racing at Downpatrick, Co. Down.

Papers of Lord Londonderry relating to horse-
racing activities.

Records of Down Royal Corporation of Horse
breeders.

Papers of Major T.M. Bailie of Poona and
Bombay, India, relating to horse-racing.

Gold Cup entry notices.

Letters relating to horse racing at Lisnegarvey,
Lisburn, Co. Antrim, Enniskillen races.

Sligo papers relating to his travels abroad and
his racing and other activities in Ireland.

Personal accounts of Col. Dennis O'Kelly.
Personal accounts of Col. Dennis O'Kelly.

Letter relating to Bellewstown Races,
Co. Meath.

Account of the Castlebar Races.

Public Record Office of Northern Ireland
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1959-1971

1731

1896-1908

1710

1908-1910

1885-1886

1723-1971

1814-1834

1825-1836
1665-1770

1815-1839

1784-1830
1784-1830
1808

1798

CAB/9/B/288

D2707/A1/11

D2846/2/3

D2977/5/1

D3086

D3099

D3276

D3524

D471
D562/34

MIC292

MIC71
T2007
T2519/6/2

T3048
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Hurling ] Dpae | RefNo

Letter relating to disturbance during hurling 1910 D1006/3/2
match at Bushmills, Co. Antrim.

Letter from James N. Richardson [Mountmelick] 1850-1860 T2571/3/3
[Co. Leix] to his step-mother, Mrs John G.

Richardson, [Moyallon House, Gilford,

Co. Down], hoping that she will come and see

him soon.

.

|
lce Hockey

By-laws of the Northern Ireland Ice Hockey 1986 D4050/21-22
Association.

VN

J

Minutes of the Executive Committee of the 1989 D4050/16
Northern Ireland Judo Federation.

VN

K

Constitution and minutes of the Northern Ireland 1987-1989 D4050/11
Karate Board.

P N
M
Motor Cycling
Motor Cycle Union of Ireland minute book. 1912-1921 D3133
Programmes for the Ulster Trophy Races, 1936-1968 D3356
papers of Omagh Motor Club, Co. Tyrone.
Minutes of the AGM of the Motor Cycle Union of 1985 D4050/7
Ireland.

Public Record Office of Northern Ireland
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Motor Cycling

File of letters to Lord Craigavon relating to the 1928 PM/9/21
Ulster Grand Prix.

Motor Racing

Photographs of motor car racing on the Ards €.1930-1960 D2334
circuit, Co. Down.

Programmes for the Ulster Trophy Races, 1936-1968 D3356
papers of Omagh Motor Club, Co. Tyrone.

Lord Dunleath's papers relating to the Ards 1935-1994 D4179/3
TT race.

Files concerning arrangements for international 1929-1931 DEV/2
motor races.

-

P

Ploughing

Agriculture (Ploughing Grants) Bill 1952. 1952 CAB/9/R/107
Letter about a ploughing match to be held at 1893 D1451/104
Dervock, Co. Antrim.
¥ N
R
Rambling
Minutes of the Committee meetings of the Ulster 1985 D4050/13

Federation of Rambling Clubs.

Minutes of the Ulster Branch of the Irish 1986 D4050/1
Amateur Rowing Union.

Belfast Rowing Club papers. 1920-1987 D4079
Minute book of Newry Rowing Club, Co. Down. 1907-1935 T3147

Public Record Office of Northern Ireland
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Rugby

Irish Provincial Towns’ Rugby Football Union 1899-1985 D3802
Papers.

Ulster branch of the Irish Rugby Football Union 1921-1981 D3812
papers.

Records of the Irish Rugby Football Union 1886-1983 D3867
(Ulster Branch), Belfast.

i,

S

Yachting papers, log books and accounts of the 1870-1903 D1071
1% Marquess of Dufferin.

Three certificates of Bangor Corinthian Sailing 1886 D1305
Club.

Membership register of Lough Erne Yacht Club, 1870-1913 D2367
Co. Fermanagh.

Log Books of the motor yachts, ‘Flick’, and 1949 D2593
‘Marie Pany’, owned by M.A.A. Crawford.

Glass Plate negatives of yachts. c.1900 D2658
Papers of Royal Ulster Yacht Club, Bangor, 1867-1951 D2747
Co. Down. [See also MIC283]

Papers relating to Bangor Yacht Club, 1902 D2822
Co. Down.

Letters to Lady Londonderry from the Duke and 1906-1917 D2846/2/16
Duchess of Leeds, relating to sailing.

Postcard of the yachts 'Shamrock I' and 1910 D2945
‘Shamrock II'.

Yachting expeditions of the 2" Earl Belmore in  1814-1818 D3007
the Mediterranean and Middle East.

Correspondence and newspaper cuttings in the 1889-1895 D3196
Dunraven papers relating to the America’s Cup.

Minute book of Ballyholme Yacht and Sailing 1907-1916 D3246
Club, Bangor, Co. Down.

File containing regatta fixture leaflets for the 1923-1938 D3413/AD1
Ballyholme Yacht Club, Co. Down.
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Photograph albums of Thomas Paul of Belfast  ¢.1894 D3810

containing sailing photographs.

Pamphlet about 'The Owen Glendower'. 1857 D908/2
Minutes of the Newry Rowing Club, Co. Down.  1907-1935 T3147

Minute Book of the Northern Yacht Club, 1824-1838 T3198

Belfast.

Two Royal Navy notebooks. One midshipman's 1806-1841 D1071/D1
certificate. One bundle of naval

correspondence. Three bundles of sailing

orders from the Admiralty.

Minutes of the Ulster Ski Council Ltd. 1985 D4050/3

Sub Aqua

Minutes of the AGM's of the Northern Ireland 1984-1988 D4050/6
Federation of Sub-Aqua Clubs.

Minutes of the AGM's of the Irish Amateur 1985-1987 D4050/19
Swimming Association.
P N
T

Table Tennis
Papers of the Tyrone County Table Tennis 1948-1970 D3178
Association.

[Closed until listed]

Minute books of the Executive Committee of 1985-1987 D4050/9
Irish Table Tennis Association (Ulster Branch).

Minute book of the Ninth Belfast Old Boys 1944-1959 D4226
Association Table Tennis Club.
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Target Shooting

Minute book of the Co. Down Rifle League. 1905-1915 D2705

Photograph by H.F. Cooper of a Sion Mills €.1920 D1422/B/15
tennis match, Co. Tyrone.

Photograph album of Killymoon Tennis Club, 1882 D2829
Cookstown, Co. Tyrone.

Photograph of members of the Ulster delegation 1932 D3300/21
to the Ottawa Conference at the Seigniory Club,

Ottawa.

File of J.H. Craig of Belfast relating to St John's 1927-1928 D3413/AD5
Tennis Club.

Minute books of Newcastle Lawn Tennis and 1900-1930 D3767
Croquet Club, Co. Down.

Papers of Adelaide R. Palmer containing 1892-1897 D3821
photographs and references to tennis parties in
Tandragee, Co. Armagh.

Records of Downshire Lawn Tennis Club, 1891-1940 D3823
Belfast, Co. Antrim.
Ulster Council of the Irish Lawn Tennis 1927-1970 D3832

Association papers.

Minutes of meetings of the Ulster Council of the 1985-1989 D4050/8
Irish Lawn Tennis Association.

Ninth Belfast Old Boys Association Lawn Tennis 1926-1961 D4226
Club minute books, accounts and membership

records.

Holiday postcard showing tennis players at c.1917 T3527/1
grounds in Ballycastle, Co. Antrim.

Papers of the Downshire Lawn Tennis Club, 1891-1904 T829
Belfast.

Trampolining

Minutes of the Northern Ireland Trampolining 1989-1990 T4050/10
Association.

S

Public Record Office of Northern Ireland 16
Crown Copyright 2007



Alphabetical Index to Sports Records at PRONI

W

Water Skiing

Minutes of the Meetings of the Irish Water Ski 1985-1988 T4050/20
Federation.

VN

Other Sports

Other Sports

Minute book of Whitehead Sports Association, 1933-1938 D2966/58
Co. Antrim.

All Saints Gymnasium document. N.D. D3899
Minutes of the Sports and Recreation 1967-1973 DC/2/P
Committee.

Document containing correspondence between 1921 FIN/1/26

Belfast Hospitals sports gala committee and the
commissioners of charitable donations.

Sports Council of Northern Ireland paper. 1955-1998 SCNI

Youth and Sports Council. 1965-1971 SO/2IElT

P N
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