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Alternative Sources for Archival Information

While PRONI is in transit to the new, state-of-the-art premises at Titanic Quarter, there is no need to put your research on hold.  The following guide will explain what sources are available, either on the PRONI website or as hard copy or databases at other institutions.  Please remember to keep checking our website for updates on the progress of the move and for information on what’s new. 
PRONI WEBSITE: http://www.proni.gov.uk
Please continue to direct all queries to the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland Tel 028 90 255 905
PRONI Website

The website of the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland should be the first port of call for all queries.  
Search our Electronic Catalogue for details of what is held in PRONI.  Some material, particularly among the privately deposited archives, has actually been transcribed and is available on-line.
Databases available on-line include:

The Freeholders’ Records showing those who held land valued at 40 shillings or more up to c.1840.

Street Directories, 1809-1900 (with gaps) are now available on-line 

The Ulster Covenant, 1912, shows the signatures and the addresses of almost half a million people.

The Wills Calendar Database,  this gives names, addresses, effects, and the names of executors for probated wills and administrations from 1858 up to 1919.

The Names Index Database, gives a list of those named in various sources 
 including the following:

· Connor diocesan administration bonds, 1661-1857 

· Dromore diocesan administration bonds, 1742-1857 

· Armagh diocesan administration bonds, 1600-1858 

· Derry diocesan administration bonds, 1698/9-1857 

· Down diocesan administration bonds, 1641-1857
· Index to Pre-1858 wills found in privately deposited PRONI archives
· 18th century Religious Census

· Pre-1910 Coroners’ Inquests.
Also available on-line are Guides to: 
· Church Records 
· The Geographic Index 
· Privately Deposited Archives 

· Index of newspapers available on microfilm in PRONI

· Introductions to Significant Privately Deposited Archives (A-Z)

· Introductions to the Ministry/Department of Education Archive 

· Political Interest Index 
· Sporting Associations Index
There are also family and local history Information leaflets on a wide variety of topics while, our Home Page will keep you fully informed of any changes to our service and give updates on our move.

Microfilms

PRONI has worked with Libraries NI – the new single library service for Northern Ireland – to make sure the most popular microfilms for family history will continue to be available for research while we are in transit.  

From Wednesday 8th September, 2010, the self-service microfilm facility will be relocated to:
Cregagh Library, 409-413 Cregagh Road, Belfast, BT6 0LF 

Website: http://www.ni-libraries.net/libraries/cregagh-library/
Information about this service is available on our website.  Please continue to direct general queries to the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland on 02 890 255 905.
· Belfast Corporation Rate books 1846-1871 (MIC/15J)
· Blackwood pedigrees (MIC/315)
· Boards of Guardians Indoor & Outdoor relief and Vaccination registers (MIC/15F)

· 1821-1851 Census fragments (MIC/5A)
· Church Registers for most denominations but check our Guide to Church Records for details. 
· Index to Civil Registers of Births, 1864–1922 (MIC/165)
· Lodge Mss (mainly abstracts of Patent and Close Rolls, 1307–1773, with personal and place 
indexes, alphabetical lists of converts, 1703–1772 and converts’ certificates, 1709-1773)  (MIC/600)
· Old Age Pension claim forms from the 1841 and 1851 censuses (MIC/15G)
· Passenger Lists for Baltimore, Boston, Philadelphia and New York, 1800-1882 (MIC/333) 
· Registry of Deeds, Dublin, Names and Lands Index (MIC/7 & MIC/311)
· Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) service registers, 1916-1922, with indexes (MIC/454)
· School Registers (MIC/15H) (Not all schools are on microfilm. Check electronic catalogue for details.)

· Rev. Stewart’s papers relating to Presbyterian churches and families in Co. Down (MIC/637)
· 1796 Spinning Wheel Premium lists of Ireland Names index (MF/7)
· Tennison Groves copies of Muster Rolls (MIC/15AA/30A–B)
· Tithe Applotment Place and Names index (MIC/15K)
· Tithe Applotment books for N.I. (copy of FIN/5A)  (MIC/15AA/1-29)
· Tithe Applotment books for Cos Cavan, Donegal and Monaghan (MIC/442)
· Copy Will Books, 1858-1900 (MIC/15C)
· Will & Grant books for Co. Cavan, 1858–1909 (MIC/499)
The microfilm catalogues, which will also be available, should be checked for actual reference numbers for the individual archives. A full list of the self service microfilms is available on our website
NOTE: The 1901 census will not be available on microfilm as it is now searchable free on-line. See:

http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie


Other Centres
County Genealogy and other county sources
For contact details for individual centres go to the website of the Irish Family History Foundation at County Genealogy Centres , select the county and scroll down to find the contact details at the bottom of the page.  
Harbour Museum: Harbour Square, Londonderry BT48 6AF,   Tel: 028 71377331 

Email: bernadette.walsh@derrycity.gov.uk  website: http://www.derrycity.gov.uk/museums/harbour.asp
The Harbour Museum holds the archive of the Londonderry Corporation and Derry City Council minute books from 1673, and private collections relating to textiles, industry, railways, trade unions and civil rights.  Also the War Memorial collection, a limited photographic collection, street directories and a reference section. Most of these are original but there is also limited digital access.  An appointment is recommended with the Archivist: bernadette.walsh@derrycity.gov.uk  The Harbour Museum is also the access point for the Genealogy collection. Please see the website: http://derry.brsgenealogy.com/ for access to records relating to the City and County.  
Local Studies Libraries
Local Studies Libraries are based in: Armagh, Ballynahinch
; Ballymena; Belfast Central Library and Omagh.  For full details of all libraries, go to: http://www.ni-libraries.net/libraries/
Most Local Studies libraries have information relating to their local areas, such as local newspapers, maps, OS Memoirs, graveyard inscriptions, and some have copies of school registers for their area.  They have access to the Centre for Migration Studies Emigration Database, information packs on the local area, and there is free computer and internet access.  They also have specialised staff on hand who can give guidance on local and family history. See their websites for opening hours.
Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich Library & Archive. http://www.ofiaich.ie/ is a free independent library and archive situated in Armagh, the ecclesiastical capital of Ireland, housing a number of specialist collections.
Linen Hall Library
The Linen Hall Library has an extremely important genealogical collection, most of it is on open access.
Linen Hall Library, 17 Donegall Square North, Belfast, BT1 5GB

Tel: 028 9032 1707   Email: info@linenhall.com   Website: http://www.linenhall.com/
Primary Sources held
These include the Blackwood Pedigrees, a collection of over 1,000 manuscript family trees
An index to births, marriages and deaths in the Belfast News Letter, covering the years 1738-1864 and from 1945-1960

The Greeves Pedigrees are important collection of Ulster family trees
Parish Registers for Belfast Parish Church (1745-1799), Seaforde Church (1760-1938), and Clough Presbyterian and Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Congregations (1791-1934)
A register of deaths (1693-1862) and marriages (1727-1862) of persons in Downpatrick and neighbourhood
The Irish Presbyterian Fasti is an index to over 3,000 ministers.
Secondary Sources
The 1796 Spinning Wheel Premium Entitlement Lists (currently being conserved, and therefore not available), some surviving copies, and an alphabetical index on microfiche to all the names listed
Griffiths Valuation 
Ireland's Memorial Records which names all Irish servicemen killed in the First World War
Over 400 histories of individual families, many privately printed 
Other works include gravestone inscriptions, indexes to wills, army and navy lists, and registers of school and university graduates
Extensive holdings of Burkes, Debretts, and other guides to the nobility and gentry 
There are many books on emigration, including passenger lists.

National Archives of Ireland
The National Archives of Ireland, Bishop Street, Dublin 8, 

Tel: + 353 (0)1 407 2300   Email:  mail@nationalarchives.ie   Website: http://www.nationalarchives.ie
The following records relating to Northern Ireland are held by the National Archive of Ireland:
1901 and 1911 Censuses are available on-line at:  http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie
Earlier Census Records: Surviving returns from 1821-51 include: Antrim, 1851; Cavan, 1821 & 1841;
Fermanagh, 1821, 1841, 1851; and Londonderry, 1831 & 41.
Church of Ireland records: As the various forms in which Church of Ireland parochial material exists in the National Archives is not straightforward, they have provided a list.  See the Church of Ireland Parish Registers Replacement leaflet, available on their website, for details.
They also have: Name/Person/Subject indexes and the Religious Census, 1766.
Wills: Post1858 wills and grants of administration (where surviving).

Wills can also be found among various collections.  These are mainly replacement and copy wills and can relate to anywhere in Ireland.

Pre-1858 Ecclesiastical Indexes available include: 
· Indexes to Prerogative will, 

· Indexes to Prerogative grants
· Indexes to Diocesan wills 

· Indexes to Diocesan grants 

· Indexes to Marriage Licence Bonds

· Indexes to Marriage Licences (Prerogative licences)

The National Archives, Ireland, hold a number of useful printed sources:

· Indexes to Irish Wills – Cashel & Emly, Waterford & Lismore, Killaloe & Kilfenora, Ardfert & Aghadoe

· Indexes to Irish Wills – Cork and Ross, Cloyne

· Indexes to Irish Wills – Derry and Raphoe

· Indexes to Irish Wills – Dromore, Newry and Mourne

· Indexes to Irish Wills – Ossory, Leighlin, Ferns, Kildare

Members Only Resources

The following societies have some very useful sources but they are available to members only.

North of Ireland Family History Society: c/o School of Education, 69 University St, Belfast, BT7 1HL
Email: nquire@nifhs.org   Website: http://www.nifhs.org/
Ulster Historical Foundation: 49 Malone Road, Belfast, BT9 6RY 

Tel: 028 9066 1988  Email: enquiry@uhf.org.uk  Website: http://www.ancestryireland.com/
Websites

The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland 
http://www.proni.gov.uk
Ask About Ireland



http://www.askaboutireland.ie/

Belfast City Council Parks & Cemeteries
http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/cemeteries
Centre for Migration Studies


http://www.qub.ac.uk/cms
General Registry Office of Northern Ireland
http://www.groni.gov.uk
Linen Hall Library



http://www.linenhall.com
Somme Heritage Centre


http://www.irishsoldier.org
Ulster Historical Foundation


http://www.ancestryireland.com/
Ulster Museum




http://www.nmni.com
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission
http://www.cwgc.org/
Irish Family History Foundation


http://www.rootsireland.ie/
History from Headstones



http://www.historyfromheadstones.com/
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/default.asp 

· For free searches of Civil Registration indexes for Ireland 1845 – 1958 on the above website, go to http://pilot.familysearch.org.  Click ‘search or browse record collections’ and select Europe on the map displayed.  Scroll to Ireland on the list and select Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes, 1845-1958. 
Other Records Available Elsewhere
Church Records
PRONI Microfilm: PRONI Church Records currently available on microfilm, available at Cregagh Library from Wednesday 8th September.  See PRONI website for details.
Cregagh Library, 409-413 Cregagh Road, Belfast, BT6 0LF   
Website: http://www.ni-libraries.net/libraries/cregagh-library/
Baptist Records may be available from Association of Baptist Churches in Ireland, The Baptist Centre, 19 Hillsborough Road, Moira, BT67 0HG  Tel. 028 9261 9267/028 9261 9267 
email: abc@thebaptistcentre.org  It is recommended that researchers email or phone first.

Catholic parish registers up to 1880 are held in microfilm at the National Library of Ireland.  See www.nli.ie/en/parish-register.aspx for details of what is held.
Church of Ireland records can be found at the Representative Church Body Library, Dublin. They hold microfilm copies of records for the following parishes
Aghaloo (Derry), Antrim (Connor), Ballyclug (Connor), Ballygawley (Armagh), Ballymore (Armagh), Ballynascreen (Derry), Drumcree (Armagh). 
Methodist Records. There are substantial holdings of both microfilm records and hard copy registers at the Wesley Historical Society archives at Edgehill College, Lennoxvale, Belfast, which is open to the public Wednesdays and Thursdays between 9.30 and 12.30.  It is recommended that researchers email or phone first.  The Dublin District has a large collection of registers held at Christ Church, Sandymount, Dublin.

Initial enquiries should be made to the Archivist, Wesley Historical Society (WHS), Edgehill College, 8 Lennoxvale, Belfast, BT9 5BY.  Email: archives@irishmethodist.org. 

Presbyterian Church microfilms are available at: Presbyterian Historical Society, 
Contact details available on their website: www.presbyterianhistoryireland.com
Opening Hours: Tuesday and Wednesday 9.30am -1.00pm and 1.30pm -4.30pm

Thursday 9.30am-1.00pm

Education and School Records

PRONI Microfilm: Ref. No. MIC/15/H  To be available at Cregagh Library.
The National Archives of Ireland, Bishop Street, Dublin 8, 

Tel: + 353 (0)1 407 2300   Email:  mail@nationalarchives.ie   Website:  http://www.nationalarchives.ie
Emigration Records

The Emigration Database, created by the Centre for Migration Studies, at the Ulster American Folk Park, in association with PRONI, is available at any public library in Northern Ireland.  It contains transcripts of letters, journals, passenger lists and other information relating to the Irish abroad.  For full details of all libraries, go to: http://www.ni-libraries.net/libraries/.
Estate Papers, Leases and Deeds

PRONI Microfilm:  Dublin Registry of Deeds, MIC/7 & MIC/311.  To be available at Cregagh Library. 
Registry of Deeds, 27-45 Great Victoria Street, Belfast, BT2 7SJ

Tel: 028 90 251756   Website: http://www.lrni.gov.uk/

Land Registry, 27-45 Great Victoria Street, Belfast, BT2 7SL
Tel: 028 90 251515   Website: http://www.lrni.gov.uk
The National Archives of Ireland, Bishop Street, Dublin 8
Tel: + 353 (0)1 407 2300   Email:  mail@nationalarchives.ie   Website:  http://www.nationalarchives.ie
The National Library of Ireland, Kildare Street, Dublin 2
Tel: +353 (1) 603 02 00    Email:  info@nli.ie     Website: http://www.nli.ie
Griffith and other Valuation Lists

Ask about Ireland:  http://www.askaboutireland.com
PRONI Microfiche: Ref No. MF8 (Names index to Griffith’s valuation MF12).  Available at Cregagh Library.
The Linen Hall Library, 17 Donegall Square North, Belfast, BT1 5GD 

website: http://www.linenhall.com
The National Library of Ireland, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, hold microfilms for Tithe Applotment for the six counties, and a microfiche of Griffith Valuation.
Tel: +353 (1) 603 02 00    Email:   info@nli.ie     Website: http://www.nli.ie
Maps and Plans

Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland (OSNI), Colby House, Stranmillis Court, Belfast BT9 5BJ
Tel: 028 9038 8488    Website: http://www.osni.gov.uk/mapstore.htlm
Belfast Central Library, Royal Avenue, Belfast, BT1 1EA 

Tel: 028 9050 9150  Email: infobelb@librariesni.org.uk  

Website: http://www.ni-libraries.net/libraries/belfast-central-library/
See Local Studies Libraries above also.
Historic Monuments and Building, 5-33 Hill Street, Belfast BT1 2LA 

Tel: (028) 9054 3004/6.   Email: mbr@doeni.gov.uk   Website: http://www.ehsni.gov.uk
Linen Hall Library, 17 Donegall Square North, Belfast, BT1 5GB

Tel: 028 9032 1707   Email: info@linenhall.com   Website: http://www.linenhall.com/
School of Geography, Archaeology and Palaeoecology 
Maura Pringle, GAP, Elmwood Avenue, Queen’s University, Belfast BT7 1NN

Tel: 02890973395  Email: m.e.pringle@qub.ac.uk  or  maplibrary@qub.ac.uk
Website: http://www.qub.ac.uk/schools/gap/
Ulster Museum, Botanic Gardens, Belfast, BT9 5AB

Tel: 028 9038 3000 or 0845 608 0000   Website: http://www.nmni.com
The National Archives, UK, has launched a digitised collection of early Irish maps (c.1558–c.1610) from the State Papers Ireland at Website: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline/irishmaps.asp
Wills

PRONI Microfilm: Ref No. MIC/15C. (From 1858–1900 abstracts only.) To be available at Cregagh Library.
The PRONI website: Wills Calendar Database for wills and admons from 1858 to 1919, and the Names Index Database (see above for details).
The Probate Office, Belfast, Probate Office, Royal Courts of Justice, Chichester Street, Belfast, BT1 3JF 

Tel: +44 (0)28 9072 4678   Email: probate@courtsni.gov.uk   Website: http://www.courtsni.gov.uk holds wills less than seven years old.
The National Archives of Ireland, Bishop Street, Dublin 8 (see above)
Tel: + 353 (0)1 407 2300   Email:  mail@nationalarchives.ie   Website:  http://www.nationalarchives.ie
The Genealogical Office in Dublin 2, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, has approximately 7,500 copies of destroyed wills scattered throughout various collections.  An index to these wills has been compiled by P.B. Eustace and this has been published by the Irish Manuscripts Commission in its journal Analecta Hibernica No. 17.  

The Registry of Deeds in Dublin contains about 2,000 wills that are also scattered throughout various collections.  These are available on microfilm, see MIC/7 & MIC/311at Cregagh Library.  An index of this collection has been published in The Registry of Deeds: Abstracts of Wills (1708-1785).  
There are also collections of wills in:

Library of the Representative Church Body, Braemor Park, Churchtown, Dublin 14 
Tel: +353 (0) 1492 3979    Website: http://www.ireland.anglican.org
Library at Trinity College, Dublin, College Green, Dublin 
Tel: +353 (0) 1896 1127    Website: http://www.tcd.ie/Library/
National Library, National Library, Kildare Street, Dublin 2 
Tel: +353 (0) 1603 0200    Website: http://www.nli.ie
Royal Irish Academy, 19 Dawson Street, Dublin 2. 
Tel: +353 (0) 1676 2570    Website: http://www.ria.ie/
Probate Office, Dublin

1st Floor, 15/24 Phoenix Street North, Smithfield, Dublin 7  
Tel: +353 (0) 1888 0000    Website: http://www.courts.ie
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	Current address:
	Moving to:

	66 Balmoral Avenue 
	Titanic Boulevard

	Belfast
	Titanic Quarter

	BT9 6NY
	Belfast

	Tel: +44 (0) 2890 255 905
	

	Email: mailto:proni@dcalni.gov.uk
	Full address to follow.

	Website: http://www.proni.gov.uk
	


� Please note:  the original bonds referred to in the diocesan indexes no longer exist.  There is no further information available other than that recorded in the indexes and therefore copies of the actual administration bonds cannot be provided.


� Ballynahinch Local Studies Library will be relocating to Downpatrick in late 2010.  See their website for details.
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